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INTRODUCTION 


Most national armies have a corps or group of 
regiments that enjoys the reputation of being an elite. 
Today these will almost certainly be ‘special’ forces, 
usually the commandos and parachute troops who 
receive (and encourage) so much attention from the 
media that they are regarded as superior military 
beings by a substantial part of their nation’s public. 

In the past a similarly ‘inflated’ status was given 
to the troops who protected the persons and the 
property of emperors, kings and other monarchs. 
These guardians of palaces and royal personages 
were privileged groups who enjoyed better pay and 
conditions than the common soldier and were lauded 
for their magnificent appearance on parade. Like the 
royal personages they served, few of these glittering 
‘Garde du Corps’ have survived to the present day in 


wearing the cap badge of 
the regiments from which 


Officers and men of the 
newly created Welsh 
Guards prepare for the 
regiment's first guard 
mounting on Buckingham 
e, St David’s Day 
Most of the men are 


the uniform of the Welsh 


Guards. (IWM) 


1913 
anything but token form. The best example, and 
perhaps the only body of elite troops who have 
maintained their role as guardians of a royal house- 
hold for over three centuries while building a reputa- 
tion in war that is the envy of all, is Britain’s 
household troops, the Guards. Over the years they 
have maintained the highest standards in peace and 
war, and have served as an example to the rest of the 
British Army, a benchmark in all matters military 
from drill and ‘turnout’ to leadership in battle. 
Throughout their history Britain’s Brigade of 
Guards (now called Guards Division — an adminis- 
trative grouping) and Household Cayalry have been 
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A portrait of the Earl of 
Dalkeith shows him in the 
service dress of the Grenadier 
Guards with the ‘forage cap” 


with a khaki crown, 
splendid headgear was 
reserved for wear out of 
the fine from 1914. 


exclusive formations, selecting officers with particu- 
lar social connections, and choosing other ranks ac- 
cording to regional recruiting areas and height. In 
this last respect they retain the practice, established 
over centuries, of surrounding the monarch with tall 
soldiers. The magnificent uniforms of yesteryear 
have also been retained by Britain’s regiments of 
Guards, and these emphasise their exclusivity in an 
army that gave them up in 1914. 

The peacetime role of the Guards is well known. 
and highly visible to anyone visiting England’s capi- 
tal. In their distinctive and colourful full dress, men 
of the Household Cavalry and the Foot Guards can 
be seen performing ceremonial duties at the royal 
palaces and the Tower of London, and parading 
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through London behind their bands and colours on 
state occasions. ‘The regular televising of these spec- 
tacles in recent years has brought their splendour to a 
wider audience. 

But the Guards have another, more warlike, 
function, and they train hard in peacetime, in order 
to fight with great efficiency in times of national 
emergency. Nowhere has this been more evident than 
in the two world wars of the 20th century, when units 
of the Guards were grouped into divisional forma- 
tions to form an infantry division in the Great War 
(1914-18) and an armoured division in the Second 
World War (1939-45). 


THE GUARDS 
REGIMENTS 
1914-15 


At the outbreak of war in August 1914, the strength 
of the Household Cavalry stood at three regiments: 
the Ist and 2nd Life Guards and the Royal Horse 
Guards. The Foot Guards comprised three battalions 
of Grenadier Guards, three ba’ ns of Coldstream 
Guards, two battalions of Scots Guards and a single 
battalion of the Irish Guards. In all, three regiments 
of cavalry and nine battalions of infantry. These were 
stationed in London and Windsor, on duties con- 
nected with the security of the Royal family, with two 
infantry battalions at Aldershot with the Ist Divi- 
sion. 

By the time the Armistice brought the Great War 
to an end, in November 1918, the Household cavalry 
regiments had become machine-gunners, infantry 
and siege gunners, and the Foot Guards had formed 
four extra service battalions, including the first bat- 
talion of a new regiment of Welsh Guards, and a 
machine-gun regiment. All these units fought on the 
Western Front, while reserve units of the Guards 
regiment carried out their traditional duties in Lon- 
don and Windsor. 

The story of the Household Cavalry in the Great 
War is not broadly that of the Guards Division. The 
Household Cavalry provided a cavalry squadron and 
cyclist company for the Guards Division from its 
formation until June 1916, but generally the House- 


hold Cavalry served with cavalry divisions, as Army 
troops or, in the case of the ‘Houschold Battalion’, 
with the 4th Division. 

Battalions of the Foot Guards were sent off to 
war, either piecemeal, as individual battalions, or 
grouped into Guards brigades with line infantry. In 
this manner Guards battalions fought in the opening 
battles of the war with Ist, 2nd and 7th d 
until the decision was taken to form a division in 
which the entire infantry contingent was to be from 
Guards regiments. 


The formation of the Welsh Guards 


The warrant for the creation of a Welsh Regiment of 
Foot Guards was signed by His Majesty King 
George V on 26 February 1915. The suggestion for 
the raising of this regiment had come from Lord 
Kitchener: on 6 February 1915 he instructed Major- 
General Sir Francis Lloyd, GOC London District, 
to raise a regiment of Welsh Guards without delay. 
On 1 March, St David’s Day, the Ist Battalion Welsh 
Guards, which included Welsh officers and men 
transferred from other Guards and line regiments, 


mounted guard at Buckingham Palace under the com- 
mand of Lt.Col. W. Murray-Threipland. (The Grena- 
dier Guards, for instance, posted five officers and 634 
other ranks to the Welsh Guards on their formation.) 

After completing training, the Ist battalion 
landed at Le Havre on 18 August 1915, and reached 
St Omer two days later. 


August 1915. The Formation of the Guards 
Division 
Lord Kitchener’s admiration for the Brigade of 
Guards, their methods of training and their disci- 
pline are reputed to have led him to the idea of 
creating a Guards Division, which he hoped would 
form a permanent part of the British Army. He 
believed the high standards of the Guards would be 
an example to other units and have a beneficial effect 
upon the New Armies. This belief was not shared by 


Officers of the Scots 
Guards lunching, 1915. 
Note the small size of the 
cap stars worn by officers 
of this regiment, the 


grouping of buttons in 
threes and the plain patch 
pockets worn on the jacket. 
(WM) 


all. ‘There were some, including guardsmen, who felt 
it might not be possible to maintain the high levels of 
efficiency with the increase in numbers needed to 
keep a division up to strength. This fear, however, 
was to prove groundless, 

After receiving the King’s permission, Lord 
Kitchener immediately put his plans into action, 
apparently without consulting either the War 
Cabinct or the Commander-in-Chief in France, Sir 
John French. The latter was only informed of the 
impending formation in a letter from Lord 
Kitchener dated 13 July. 

On 16 July the 3rd and 4th Grenadier Guards, 
the 2nd Irish Guards and the Ist Welsh Guards were 
instructed to prepare for service abroad. They were 
to be sent to France as soon as possible to join the 
Guards battalions already there in the formation of 
the Guards Division. Maj.Gen. the Earl of Cavan, 
previously in command of the 4th (Guards) Brigade 
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Guards sentry ona 
communication trench, 
1915. The Guards prided 
themselves on the 
condition of their trenches, 
going to great lengths to 
hand over positions that 
were well maintained, in 
good defensive order and 
clean — whatever the 
condition of the trenches 
had been when the Guards 
found them. (IWM) 


Designed by Maj. 
Avery in 1916, the pupil 

in black, the eye white, 
blue background with 
a red edging. i 
of gold borde 


and then the 50th (Northumbrian) Division, was 
appointed General Officer Commanding Gua 
Division on 18 August 1915. 

Three of the four artillery bri; 
the 16th Division, and the fourth, a Howitz 
gade, came from the lth Division. Royal 
companies came from the 7th and 16th Di 

The Guards Division began concentrating west 
of St Omer, in and around the village of Lumbres, 
with the divisional headquarters set up in the 
chateau. 


ades came from 
r Bri 


ingineer 


ons. 


After leaving the 2nd Division on 19 August, the 
4th (Guards) Brigade became the Ist Guards Bri- 
gade, keeping the four battalions that had been with 
them since the outbreak of war — the 2nd Grenadier 
Guards, the 2nd and 3rd Coldstream Guards and the 
Ist Irish Guards. 

The 2nd Guards Brigade included the Ist 
Coldstream Guards and the Ist Scots Guards (from 


the Ist Division) and the 3rd Grenadier Guards and 
the 2nd Irish Guards (from England). 

The Ist Grenadier Guards and the 2nd Scots 
Guards came from the 7th Division, and with two 
new battalions from England — the 4th Grenadier 
Guards and the lst Welsh Guards — formed the 3rd 
Guards Brigade. 


The 4th Coldstream Guards, after its formation on 
17 July 1915, became the Pioneer Battalion of the Divi- 
sion, and the divisional cavalry squadron and the cyclist 
company were supplied by the Household Cavalry. 

By late August 1915 concentration of all units of 
the Division had been completed, and training began 
in earnest for the forthcoming offensive at Loos. 


Order of Battle of the Guards Division on formation 


Divisional Headquarters 


Ist Guards Brigade 

2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Ist Battalion Irish Guards 

Ist Guards Brigade Machine-Gun Company 
2nd Guards Brigade 

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

1st Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Ist Battalion Scots Guards 

2nd Battalion Irish Guards 

2nd Guards Brigade Machine-Gun Company 
3rd Guards Brigade 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards 

4th Battalion Grenadier Guards 

2nd Battalion Scots Guards 

Ist Battalion Welsh Guards 

3rd Guards Brigade Machine-Gun Company 
Pioneer Battalion 

4th Battalion Coldstream Guards 
Divisional Artillery 

61st Howitzer Brigade, R.RA. 

74th Brigade, R.A. 

75th Brigade, R.F.A. 

76th Brigade, R.F.A. 

Guards Divisional Ammunition Column 
Divisional Engineers 

55th Field Company, R.E. 

75th Field Company, R.E. 

76th Field Company, R.E. 

Guards Divisional Signal Company 
Mounted Troops 

Household Cavalry Divisional Squadron 
Cyclists 

Household Cavalry Cyclist Company 


Divisional Train 

Numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 Guards Divisional 

Companies, Army Service Corps 

Medical Services 

3rd, 4th and 9th Field Ambulances, Royal 

Army Medical Corps 

Veterinary 

46th Mobile Veterinary Section 
Miscellaneous 

45th Sanitary Section 

Guards Divisional Ambulance Workshops 


From the formation of the Division the infantry 
element remained the same until carly 1918. There 
was, however, much coming and going as Divisional 
establishments changed. The cavalry and cyclists 
were posted away in mid-1916, at about the same 
time that brigade trench mortar batteries were 
formed to operate the 3-in. stokes ‘trench howit- 
zers’, and artillery units were posted in to operate 
the three batteries of medium mortars and single 
battery of heavy mortars. 

There was much reorganisation of the Divi- 
sional artillery in 1916, as the gun strength of 
batteries was altered and the Divisional ammunition 
column superseded the brigade columns. 

A fourth Guards machine-gun company joined 
the Division in 1917, as did a “Divisional Employ- 
ment Company’. 

In February 1918 infantry brigades were re- 
duced from four battalions to three. The 4th 
Grenadier Guards, the 3rd Coldstream Guards 
and the 2nd Irish Guards left the Division under 
this reorganisation and went to the 31st Division 
as the 4th Guards Brigade. These battalions did 
not return to the Guards Division until after the 
Armistice. 


BATTLES AND 
ENGAGEMENTS 
OF THE GUARDS 
DIVISION 1915-18 


The Battle of Loos 


By late summer 1915 the French were pressing for an 
Allied offensive to squeeze the Germans opposite 
Compiegne. This was to be achieved by a French 
attack from the south on Champagne and a joint 
attack by the British and French on the Artois. The 
aims were to force the Germans to withdraw from the 
valuable coal-mining areas and to encourage the 
enemy to divert some divisions from the Eastern 
Front to relieve pressure on the Russians. In the 
event, it was the British who were to bear the brunt of 
the attack in the north. 

The date agreed for the infantry attack by the 
British Ist Army in what was to become known as the 
Battle of Loos was 25 September. Prior to this the 
Guards Division had moved forward into the battle 
area in rear of the 21st and 24th Divisions, the two 
other divisions of the XI Corps. Preceded by a four- 


bove: Captain Wy1 
nich, 2nd Scots Gu: 
sting ina trench, 1915. 
Another example of a 
trench that is both dry and 
in good order. (IWM) 


Left: By contrast, the 


5 were 
breastworks, and 
waterlogged at that, 
requiring constant 
attention to kecp them 
secure and habitable. 
(WM) 


Right: The Battle of 
Guillemont, 3-6 September 
1916, found the Guards 
Division in reserve. Here a 
platoon of the Welsh 
Guards are seen in the 
reserve trenches at 
Vignacourt, relaxing and 
cleaning up. Note the newly 
issued steel helmets and 
the Lewis gun wrapped in a 
cover (left) (IWM) 


day artillery bombardment and a release of gas, the 
attack by the infantry began along the whole British 
line at 6.30 am. 

The end of the first day brought varying degrees 
s to the British. During the day the 21st and 
ions had been released from General Re- 
serve and, after a long, uncomfortable march in heavy 
rain, had arrived at the front line soaked to the skin 
and exhausted. Pitched into the assault on 26 Sep- 
tember with little in the way of support, they were 
bloodily repulsed by concentrations of German artil- 
lery and machine-gun fire. It was at this critical 
juncture that the Guards Division was called forward 
to its first batth 

‘The divisional task was to recapture important 
tactical points which had been lost to the British. By 
6 am on 27 September the infantry of the Guards 
Division had successfully relieved the 21st and 24th 
Divisions and had established a line from which to 


attack The relief was carried out under difficult 
conditions, and with harassing fire from the enemy. 
At 1.50 pm the Guards left their trenches and ad- 
vanced to attack the Chalk Pit and Puits No. 14 bis on 
the Lens—La Bassee road and Hill 70. With the Ist 
Guards Brigade forming a defensive left flank, the 
2nd and 3rd Guards Brigades, under the cover of 
artillery fire and a discharge of smoke, fought their 
way forward to seize their objectives with ‘vigour and 
determination’. However, such was the German re- 
sistance that the Puits had to be evacuated and this 
had dire consequences for the infantry of the Di 
sion attacking Hill 70, as they now came under 
enfilade fire from the Puits. Already under a heavy 
shrapnel and HE fire from the enemy, they were now 
subjected to a gas attack as they fought their way 
forward. 


otwithstanding their heavy casualties and 
confusion over orders, men of the 4th Grenadiers 
and the newly formed Welsh Guards managed to 


reach the crest of Hill 70; they were reinforced under 
cover of darkness, and dug and wired the position 
they had seized at such cost. 


The Guards Division now held a firm line of 


defence along the slopes of Hill 70 and northward, 
which established the British position at Loos. 

On 28 September the Ist Coldstream Guards 
attacked Puits No. 14 bis, but were driven back by the 
severity of the German fire. On the days that fol- 
lowed, the enemy, who had been severely mauled by 
the Guards, made no counter-attacks, but shelled the 
new British front line heavily. This added to the 
difficulties of units of the Division busily engaged in 
digging and in carrying out other tasks to consolidate 
the newly won position. The relief of the Guards 
Division began on the night of 29 September and by 
1 October they were in billets behind the line, worn 
out by the fighting and labour of the previous days 
and by the atrocious conditions of weather and 
ground. They were to have little respite, however, for 
on 3 October they were again ordered into the line. 
This time they repulsed a German attack on the 
front of the 2nd Guards Brigade on 8 October, 
during which Sgt. Oliver Brooks of the 3rd 
Coldstream Guards won the Division’s first Victoria 
Cross. The Guards Division was relieved on 13 
October and returned to the line two d: ater in the 
position confronting the Hohenzollern Redoubt. At 
5.00 am on 17 October, supported by a carefully 


arranged bombardment, the units of the 2nd and 3rd 
Guards Brigades assaulted this position but were 
driven back by intense enemy enfilade machine-gun 
fire and the terrible condition of the ground. On 26 
October the Division was relieved in the line and 
marched back to billets in the Bethune area. 


The Winter of 1915-16 


At the beginning of November XT Corps, which now 
consisted of the Guards Division and the 19th and 
46th Divisions, was ordered north to the front 
around Laventie. The Division moved into its new 
area between Neuve Chappelle and Pincantin. Here 
it was to remain until February 1916. 

Although only a few hundred yards separated 
the British and German trenches, the Germans were 
loath to launch any lar; ‘ale attacks over the winter 
months, preferring instead to remain in the compara- 
tive comfort of the high ground of the Aubers Ridge 
and limit their activity to occasional artillery bom- 
bardments and some tunnelling. Consequently this 
a period of relative quiet for the Guards and was 
spent improving the defences, a particularly difficult 
task during January because it was extremely wet. 

On December the Division lost its com- 
mander, Lord Cavan, when he was promoted to 
command a corps. He was replaced by Brigadier- 
General G. Fielding, who was promoted to Major- 
General. In the middle of February 1916, the 


Irish Guards at respirator 
drill, Albert-Amiens 

road, September 1916. 
The P.H. helmets needed 
constant checking for 
serviceability, 
particularly before going 
into the line. Note the 
star and LG. titles worn 
at this time. (IWM) 


eptember 1916. A 
Grenadier 
is assisted to the 
r by a German NCO 

and another wounded 
Grenadier. The 

s taken near 

means that 


where the Grenadiers had 
been wounded. (WM) 


The Guards’ canteen for 
wounded, Guillemont, 


open 

adopted ~ se 

right. Note the dump o1 
pons and equipment in 

the foreground. This was 


Division received orders to join XIV Corps, and by 
19 February they had arrived in Flanders, in the area 
of the 2nd Army. The division they had relieved had 
just come out of the line, so the Guards spent from 
then until mid-March in the reserve area or in camp 
at Calais. Here the men were able to relax, and they 
organised many sporting activities. 

This pleasant interlude did not last, however, 
and the Guards Division was ordered to relieve the 
6th Division in the line. They moved out on 16 
March, arriving in the Ypres salient on the evening of 
20 March. Conditions could not have been worse: the 
area was overlooked on three sides by German artil- 
lery, and the trenches were in an appalling state, 
waterlogged and in need of immediate repair. The 
first few w were spent strengthening the de- 
fences, under constant German bombardment. 

On 19 April the enemy mounted an attack on 
that part of the divisional front held by the 2nd Scots 
Guards. German infantry broke into the battalion’s 
positions after a fierce artillery bombardment but 
were thrown out and the line regained. Life for the 
Guards was made even more difficult by the econo- 
mies in artillery ammunition that were being made in 
order to build up resources for the forthcoming 
British effort on the Somme. 

In May the Guards Division was relieved and 


Right: Pipers of the Irish 


and pipes of the di Guards, 1917. Probably the 


on parade for an 
inspection by HRH the 
Duke of Connaught, 
Lumbres, 1 November 
1916. A magnificent 
spectacle and perhaps one 
of the only occasions that 
it was possible to mass the 
corps of drums and pipes 


pipers of the 3rd (Reserve) 
Battalion at Warley 
Jeast six of the men in the 
photograph wear wound 
ipes, meaning that they 
served with the 
Guards Division in France. 
Note the saffron kilts, 
caubeen bonnets and the 


of 13 battalions of Foot 
Guards, (IWM) 


Irish pipes. (I 


moved into reserve, only to have to provide reinforce- 
ments at Hooge in June, when a German attack 
seized part of the British line. After another spell in 
the trenches of the salient the Division left the Ypres 
area to march south to the Somme in late July. There 
the battles that formed part of a massive Anglo- 
French offensive had been raging for several 
wecks, and the Guards, along with the other divisions 
of the XIV Corps, were to be fed into this great 
undertaking. 


The Somme 1916 


Troops of the Guards Division became involved in 
operations soon after their arrival in the battle area, 
even though their formation was in reserve. By carly 
August the Division was in the line from Serre to 
Beaumont-Hamel, the scene of bloody repulses on 1 


July. By this time two of the Allied aims for the 
Somme offensive had been achieved: the relief of 
German pressure upon Verdun and the drawing of 
enemy forces away from other fronts. The third aim, 
the ‘wearing down’ of the enemy forces in France and 
Belgium, was well under-way — the fighting of a 
campaign of ‘attrition’. 

An unprecedented artillery bombardment had 
been followed on 1 July by an infantry assault all 
along the Allied line, from Serre in the north to the 
positions held by the French 6th Army astride the 
River Somme. The French and those formations on 
the British right, had enjoyed initial success, but most 
of the British formations had been beaten back with 
great loss. Since then the pressure on the Germans 
had been maintained, with a series of battles aimed at 
the capture of objectives more limited than those of 1 
July. In one such battle the Guards Division went 
into action in the Somme campaign. 

In mid-August the XIV Corps were switched 
south and took up positions on the right of the 


for the battle to come, with Maj.Gen. Fielding insti- 
tuting special signalling courses in which all forms of. 
visual signalling were practised and additional run- 


's were trained. From 9 September the units of the 
vision began relieving units in the front lines about 
Ginchy, from where they were to launch an attack. 
‘The relief was undertaken with great difficulty, in- 
cluding countering a German attack on the Welsh 
Guards, but by 15 September the Ist and 2nd Guards 
Brigades were in position and ready for the assault, 
with the 3rd Guards Brigade in reserve. 

At 6.20 am, following a creeping barrage, the 
assaulting infantry of the Guards Division went over 
the parapets of their trenches and advanced on their 
objectives. Of the ten tanks promised to the Division 
only five had made it to the front line. On the 
Division’s left were infantry of the 14th Division, and 
on the right infantry of the 6th Division. All were 
marching towards an action that was to become 
known as the Battle of Flers-Courcelette. History 
was certainly being made that day by the three 
battalions of Coldstream Guards, advancing together 
‘as steadily as though they were walking down the 
Mall’. 

The battle developed into a series of fire-fights 
over the broken and featureless ground, as German 
infantry fought to hold their positions. The lack of 
progress of the formations on the right added to the 
difficulties of the Guards as fire from that flank 


Dating from 1917, this 
photograph shows the 
markings on the side of a 
general service wagon of 
the 2nd Scots Guards. Note 
the lavishly painted eye on 
the Divisional shield — 
lashes and all — and the 
star and numeral of the 
battalion. The 
photographer has had to 
rub away the mud to 
expose the badges. (IWM) 


Right: Immaculate field 
cooker of the 4th 
Grenadier Guards, drawn 
up for inspection, 1917. 
Note the divisional sign 
and the regimental badge, 
both executed ina 
somewhat different style 
to that shown in the 
previous photograph. 
(WM) 


impeded their progress. Despite this and other prob- 
lems, the men of the 2nd Guards Brigade fought 
their way to the first objective and by 11.00 pm had 
consolidated their gain. 

On the left the leading battalions of the Ist 
Guards Brigade, the 2nd and 3rd Coldstream 
Guards, came under heavy machine-gun fire, losing 
the majority of their officers, before they had ad- 
vanced 100 yards. The battalions checked, but were 
immediately rallied by Lt.Col. John Campbell of the 
2nd Battalion, who urged his men on with notes from 
his hunting horn and led them in ‘one headlong and 
irresistible rush’ to their first objective. This they 
captured at 7.15 am. Their charge accounted for 
large numbers of the enemy with the bayonet, and 


captured several machine-guns and mortars. With 
the same panache the second objective was stormed, 
and they worked to consolidate the position and to 
reorganise the troops still on their feet. (I.t.Col. 
Campbell was awarded the Victoria Cross for his 
leadership. L/Sgt. Fred MeNess of the Ist Scots 
Guards also won the supreme award for his conduct 
that day.) 

By now the Guards were well in advance of their 
flanking formations, and orders were issued to hold 
the ground won so that fresh troops could resume the 
attack on 16 September, and the 6th and 14th Divi- 
sions pushed forward. The 3rd Guards Brigade took 
part in the attacks of the second day of the battle. 
Starting late, due to the late 4 


‘al of orders and 


without artillery support, heavy casualties were sus- 
tained as the men of the Ist Grenadier Guards and 
the Welsh Guards fought to push the line further 
towards Lesboeufs, the divisional objective. (It may 
be of interest at this point to record the fate of the 
Division’s tank support. The GOC commented: “To 
summarise the services rendered by the tanks — it 
must be admitted that they were of no assistance 
chiefly owing to the fact that they started too late — 
lost all sense of direction, and wandered about aim- 
lessly.’) 

In the September fighting the Guards Division 
suffered heavy casualties (172 officers and 4,792 
other ranks killed, wounded or missing). It was 


The Battle of Pileckem 
Ridge, 31 July 1917. The 
dressing Station of the 2nd 
Irish Guards where the 
regimental medical officer 
is dressing the wounds of 


Lt. Guy Vaughan Morgan. 
Note the ‘Tommy’ jacket 
worn by the RMO and the 
improvised splint on the 
ty nearest the 
camera. (IWM) 


relieved on 16-17 September and marched back to 
rest areas for three days in which it was to refit, 
absorb reinforcements and reorganisc. By 21 Sep- 
tember the Division was back in the line before 
Lesboeufs and on 25 September its assault battalions 
rose from their trenches at 12.35 pm to follow a 
creeping barrage that launched them into a battle 
that ended with the capture of Lesboeufs in a ‘thor- 
oughly well planned and admirably conducted feat of 
arms which reflected the greatest credit upon every 
unit in the Division’. 

By 30 September all units of the Division had 
been relieved in the line, and by 3 October they had 
moyed to the area of Amiens for rest and retraining. 

It may be appropriate at this point to describe the 
system for the provision of infantry reinforcements 
for the Guards Division. There was great concern at 
all levels over the maintenance of standards within 
the Brigade of Guards, and a decision had been taken 


to ensure that there would be no expansion of the 
regiments such as in regiments of the line. Each 
regiment of Foot Guards raised only one wartime 
battalion to supplement its peacetime establishment 
of battalions, as well as one ‘reserve’ battalion to hold 
reinforcements and perform public duties. The 
Guards Depot continued to function throughout the 
war, training recruits for 12 weeks and posting them 
to holding battalions for further training. The 5th 
(Reserve) Battalion, Grenadier Guards, for example, 
had a strength of 47 officers and 3,367 other rank 
reservists as potential reinforcements in August 
1914. Tt eventually ‘held’ and posted over 25,000 men 
during the war. From 1917 a Household Brigade 
Officer Cadet Battalion took over the task of training 
the intakes from public schools. This system ought to 
be compared to the two regular and four territorial 
battalions of the Northumberland Fusiliers which 
were expanded to 51 battalions of all sorts, or the two 


regular and two territorial battalions of the Duke of 


Cornwall Light Infantry, expanded to 15. The line 
regimental system of providing reinforcements fre- 
quently broke down during the course of the war, 
when officers and men were sent to battalions ac- 
cording to need not cap badges. By contrast, the 
system of the Guards worked extremely well, ensur- 


railway line. Most of the 
men are stretcher-bearers. 
Note the second- 
lieutenant in a ‘Tommy’ 
jacket in the foreground, 
with the company 
sergeant-major on his 
right. (EWM) 


The Battle of Pilckem 
Ridge, 5 August 1917. A 
group from the Ist 
Grenadier Guards rests by 
a smashed German ‘block- 
house’ that had been 
constructed from concrete 
reinforced with salvaged 
ing an adequate flow of well-trained reinforcements 
from the divisional base depot at Harfleur through- 
out the war. 

s 1916 drew to a close the men of the Guards 
Division trained hard when out of the line, including 
practice for the ‘open warfare’ that would follow a 
breakthrough of the enemy line. They also took their 
turn in the battered trenches of the Somme front, 
working hard to put defences and communications in 
good order. The winter weather grew particularly 
severe, with driving rain and snow making the activi- 
ties of the enemy of secondary importance. Consola- 
tion came from the fact that the lash of the weather 
fell equally upon the foe. 

Relief for the Division, as for other formations, 
invariably meant relief only for the infantry: the 
artillery were left to man their gun positions, obser- 
vation posts and to conduct ammunition-carrying 
tasks with no relief. This was to ensure that the 
British artillery on the Somme kept their pressure on 
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the enemy at a maximum. During the month of 
October 1916, for example, one artillery brigade of 
the Guards Division fired 45,700 rounds of 18- 
pounder and 5,985 rounds of 4.5 in. howitzer ammu- 
nition into the enemy positions. 

In March 1917 the Germans began withdrawing 
from their lines on the Somme to heavily fortified 
defences — dubbed the ‘Hindenburg Line’. In giving 
up the ground they had struggled so bitterly for they 
also abandoned the tactics with which they had 
previously fought. The British Army followed the 
German withdrawal, through an area systematically 
devastated by the enemy, until they reached the 
forests of barbed wire that protected the concrete 
block-houses of the Hindenburg positions. From 
here on ‘defence in depth’ was to be the German 
watchword. Forward too went the Guards Division, 
harassed in their advance by snipers, machine-guns 
and booby traps. Great care had to be taken, and the 
divisional engineers were kept busy clearing obstacles, 
bridging them and making safe explosive devices. 

In May the Division began to concentrate in the 
Morlancourt area, before leaving the Somme front. 
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An officer of the Irish 
Guards talking toa poilu 
(a French soldier). Thé 
French attacked on the 
left of the Guards 
Division on 9 October 
1917. Note the derelict 
tanks in the background, 
and the state of the 
ground. (IWM) 


By the end of the month the move north to Flanders 
had begun — another offensive was in the wind and 
the Guards were on their way to it. 


Flanders 1917 


Operations began with the Battle of Messines in 
June, in which the artillery of the Guards Division 
took part. Shortly afterwards the Division went into 
the line before Boesinghe; they assaulted the enemy 
positions there and then beyond, in what became 
known as the Battle of Pilckem Ridge. Preparations 
began with the artillery and mortars of the Division 
bombarding the enemy wire and block-houses, while 
the groups of heavy artillery sought the enemy artil- 
lery positions. Retaliation from the Germans in- 
cluded shells with the first mustard gas that was 
experienced. On 27 July the Division crossed the 
Yser Canal and established an outpost line, and from 
there the attack began at 3.50 am on the morning of 
31 July. Following a creeping barrage, the infantry of 
the Division fought their way forward to seize all 
their objectives by 10.00 am. The enemy had been 
driven back two and a half miles on a front of 1,500 


yards. Over 600 prisoners and much material had 
been taken. 

On the evening of 31 July it began to rain, and it 
continued for several days. This change in the 
weather was to turn the battlefield into a marsh and 
hinder all attempts to move. ‘The men were standing 
up to their knees in water, Every shell-hole was a 
pond, and the going had become terrible.’ After 
enduring several days in these harrowing conditions, 
the infantry of the Guards Division were relieved in 
the line and marched back to rest areas. 

Back in the line at the end of August the Guards 
endured the mud and the fire of the enemy for a 
further month before relief. Better weather in Sep- 
tember permitted work on defences, and the Divi- 
sion handed over sound positions when they came 
out of the line at the end of the month (complete with 
artillery and ready to enjoy its first rest for some 
time). It was at this time that 160 men of the British 
West India Regiment joined the divisional ammuni- 


tion column, to assist in the never-ending work of 
carrying forward ammunition and bringing back sal- 
va! 


On 9 October the Guards Division went into the 
attack once more, in a series of struggles in the rain 
and the mud that have since been graced with the 
titles of the Battle of Poelcappelle and ‘First 
Passchendaele’. Much of the ground won over the 
course of the next few days was taken on 9 October, 
but when the Division was relieved on 17 October it 
had pushed its line forward a few hundred yards 
further. To quote the Divisional history: ‘The en- 
emy’s artillery continually bombarded the whole 


The Battle of Poclcappelle, 
9 October 1917. Men of the 
4th Coldstream Guards, 
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countryside. The rain fell incessantly and the 
[streams intersecting the battlefield] poured their 
waters over their broken banks until the greater part 
of the divisional area was under water. The mud and 
the squalor were indescribable.’ In the desolation of 
“Third Ypres’ no fewer than five men of the Division 
won Victoria Crosses. They were Sgt. Robert Bye of 
the Welsh Guards, Pte. Thomas Witham of the 1st 
Coldstream Guards, L/Sgt. John Moyney of the 2nd 
Irish Guards, Pte. Thomas Woodcock, also of the 


‘First Battle of 
Passchendaele’, 12 October 
1917. Guards privates from 
the 3rd Coldstream 
Guards, Ist Irish Guards - 
2nd Grenadier Guards and 
2nd Coldstream Guards all 
ist Guards Brigade 
examine a German rifle, 
Langemarck, some 
distance from the fighting, 


and one of the many 
working parties found by 
the infantry. 
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ations worn by 


20 


2nd Irish Guards, and L/Sgt. John Rhodes of the 3rd 
Grenadier Guards. 

After a brief rest the Guards Division was or- 
dered south to take part in yet another attack. It 
departed with the praises for the splendid job it had 
done in the recent months ringing in the ears of the 
officers and men of the Division; praises that were 
richly deserved. 


Cambrai 1917 


The aim of the Cambrai offensive was to break 
through the Hindenburg Line on a front of 10,000 
yards to allow the Cavalry Corps to be ‘passed 
through’ to effect ‘exploitation’. There was to be no 
preliminary bombardment: the infantry would follow 
a creeping barrage and would be supported by tanks, 
which were to be used in large numbers for the first 
time. Cambrai had been a relatively quiet sector of 
the line, so the ground was unbroken by shell-fire 


and the going was good for the tanks. The expecta- 
tions for success were high. 

‘The attack, which was launched on 20 Novem- 
ber, took the enemy by surprise and achieved what 
has been described as ‘extraordinary success’. The 
enemy’s line was pushed back on a broad front, and 
several thousand prisoners, and much artillery and 
stores’ were captured at little cost to the attackers. 
However, by the day’s end the Germans had rallied, 
contained the British short of their objectives and 
prevented the cavalry ‘exploitation’. Orders were 
issued to continue the attack on 21 November, and 
the Guards Division was ordered: forward from re- 
serve. In an atmosphere of confusion the Guards 
began taking over from the 51st (Highland) Division 
before Fontaine-Notre-Dame. Relief was completed 
on the morning of 24 November. Continuing Ger- 
man pressure on the division on the left of the 
Guards required that the 3rd Guards Brigade be sent 
there in support, and fighting mounted along the line 
as enemy pressure increased. 

Orders were then received for the Guards Divi- 
sion to attack and seize parts of Bourlon Wood along 
with the village of Fontaine-Notre-Dame. The 62nd 
(West Riding) Division was to attack Bourlon Wood 
on the left of the Guards. At 6.20 am on 27 Novem- 
ber the 2nd Irish Guards, Ist Coldstream Guards and 
3rd Grenadier Guards advanced behind a creeping 
barrage into a bitter fight for the village and its 
surroundings. It was in the fighting for Fontaine- 
Notre-Dame that Sgt. John McAulay DCM of the 
Ist Scots Guards won the Victoria Cross. His com- 
pany had been protecting the right flank of the 
attacking battalions, and when his officers became 
casualties, he took command and held the position. 
Despite the fact that most objectives had been 
reached by mid-morning, the cost in casualties was so 
severe that the gains could not be held and the 
remnants of the ulting battalions were driven 
back to their jumping-off trenches. The shattered 
battalions were relieved that night, and the Division 
was relieved in the line the next day. 

The German counter-offensive launched on 30 
November was expected by the British, but it sur- 


Captain E.D. Mackenzie of _ the 4th Guards Brigade on 
the Ist Scots Guards 1917. its formation in February 
Captain Mackenzie 1918. (WM) 

became staff-captain to 
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prised them in its strength and its suddenness. Parts 
of the British front were driven in as formations 
collapsed before the German onslaught, ceding 
much of the ground previously won in a matter of 
hours. In this atmosphere of crisis the Guards Divi- 
sion was ordered forward to counter-attack the en- 
emy at Gouzeaucourt and Gonnelieu, ‘through a 
disorganised rabble’ — as their Corps commander put 
it — to halt the Germans and restore the situation. In 
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the turmoil of this desperate battle Capt. George 
Paton MC of the 4th Grenadicr Guards won a 
posthumous Victoria Cross in a gallant defence of a 
vulnerable flank. After several days’ fighting the 
Guards were relieved and marched back to begin the 
move to the Arras area. 


Winter 1917-18 


Rest, reinforcement, training and spells in the line 
occupied the Division for the next few months. The 
collapse of Russia presented the Germans with the 
opportunity to strike a decisive blow on the Western 
Front, and the Allies made preparations to receive it. 

‘The policy followed by Britain’s political masters 
at this time was to curb military activity in France by 
withholding reinforcements from their armies there. 
‘This curious behaviour weakened the infantry at the 
front, and brigades were reduced to three battalions 
in an attempt to spread the available manpower. 
Three battalions were taken from the Guards Divi- 
sion under this reorganisation. When the British 
were ordered to take over further stretches of the 
front from the French, the weakening was cer- 
bated. This situation was not lost on the enemy, who 
chose to make their main thrust against the British 
on the Somme. 


The German Offensive, 1918 
On 21 March 1918 a total of 64 German divisions 
were launched against a 50-mile section of the British 
line that was being held by 22 divisions. Using newly 
developed infantry and artillery tactics the German 
forces drove the British back over the ground yielded 
to them the previous year, and over the battlefields of 
the 1916 campaign on the Somme. Attempts to 
contain the offensive met with little success; resist- 
ance seeming only to swell the vast numbers of men, 
weapons and stores that fell into German hands, as 
well as adding to the toll of dead and wounded. 
However, the enemy never succeeded in breaking the 
Allied line. The retreat was sometimes precipitous, 
but invariably the Germans were forced to fight for 
their gains, and the cost was as hard for them to bear 


A private of the 5th 
(Reserve) Battalion, 
Coldstream Guards, 1918. 
The battalion was 
stationed at Windsor 
throughout the war, 


providing drafts totalling 
16,860 men for the units 
with the Guards Division. 
Note the ‘pack boards’ 
that give the valise such a 
square shape. (WM) 


as for the Allics. Eventually the German effort was 
spent, and their chance for a quick victory was lost. 
‘The role of the Guards Division in this campaign 
was that of conducting a fighting withdrawal con- 
forming with flanking formations until mid-April, 
when the German attacks ceased. The cleventh Vic- 
toria Cross awarded to a member of the Guards 
Division was won at this time by Capt. Thomas Pric 
MC of the 4th Grenadier Guards in a desperate 
fight-to-the-finish battle that held up the enemy for 
ten v hours. (The official history has named the 


actions in which the Guards fought as the Battle of 


St. Quentin, the first Battle of Bapaume and the fi 
Battle of Arras.) 


The Advance to Victory, 1918 
From early August until the cease-fire was sounded 
on 11 November the Allies drove the German Army 
back and forced them to sue for Armistice or face an 
ignominious defeat. ‘Their leaders chose the former. 
The mighty German military machine had been 
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day old, and the th 
Guards Brigade, part of 


defeated by the combined might of the Allies, with 
the greatest gains being made on the front of the 
British Army. 

The Guards Division’s part in these actions 
included the Battle of Albert, the Battle of the 
Scarpe, the Battle for the Drocourt-Quéant Line, the 
Battle of Havrincourt, The Battle of the Canal du 
Nord, the (1918) Battle of Cambrai, the Pursuit to 
the Selle, the Battle of the Sambre and the Occupa- 
tion of Maubeuge. In this final advance of the war, 
officers and men of the Division won five more 
Victoria Crosses, bringing the total to 16 —a remark- 
able achievement. ‘These were Lt.Col. the Viscount 
Gort, DSO, NVO, MC of the Ist Grenadier Guards, 
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Capt. Cyril Frisby of the 1st Coldstream Guards, L/ 
Cpl. Thomas Jackson, also of the Ist Coldstream 
Guards (posthumous), L/Sgt. Harry Wood MM of 
the 2nd Scots Guards and Pte. William Holmes of 
the 2nd Coldstream Guards (posthumous). It was in 
Maubeuge that the Guards were greeted with the 
news that the war was over. 

There was little time for thanksgiving and rest, 
however, for on 18 November the march into Ger- 
many of those formations chosen for the Army of the 
Rhine began. The Guards Division was among them. 
The leading brigade of the Division crossed the 
German frontier on 11 December and a week later 
the Guards were established in Cologne. For 200 
miles, across Belgium and through the mountains of 


the Ardennes (which a later Guards Division would 
get to know), the infantry of the Division took their 
part in a gigantic ‘column of route’ that took the 
British Army into the homeland of the enemy they 
had defeated. 

The demobilisation of the Division began in 
February 1919 and by the following month all the 
battalions of the former Guards Division were back 
in England. Many were the parades and ceremonies 
to mark the appreciation by their monarch and by the 
public at large of what they had achieved, and with 
these accolades the Guards Division — reckoned by 
most to have been the best British division of the war 
— passed into history. 


The Machine-Gun Guards 


On the formation of the Guards Division, battalion 
machine-gun sections were formed into brigade ma- 
chine-gun companies. In November 1916 a Guard’s 
Machine-Gun Training Centre was formed at the 
Guards’ Depot. 

In February 1917 a Divisional machine-gun of- 
ficer was appointed, and shortly afterwards all ma- 
chine-gunners of the Guards Division became 
members of a new regiment, the Machine-Gun 
Guards. A fourth company joined the Division in 
March 1917. 


In February 1918 the decision was taken to 
convert the three regiments of the Houschold Cay- 


alry into battalions of the Machine-Gun Guards, a 
move that required the Guards Division unit to be 
numbered as the 4th Battalion. On 10 May 1918 a 
Royal Warrant was issued to constitute the new 
regiment under the title of the ‘Sixth or Machine- 
Gun Regiment of Foot Guards, or Guards Machine- 
Gun Regiment’. The battalions of the Regiment 
were: 

Ist (Ist Life Guards) Battalion (a motor ma- 
chine-gun unit) 

2nd (2nd Life Guards) Battalion (a motor ma- 
chine-gun unit) 

3rd (Royal Horse Guards) Battalion (a motor 
machine-gun unit) 

4th (Foot Guards) Battalion (Guards Divisional 
machine-gun battalion) 

5th (Reserve) Battalion (formed from the Guards 
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Machine-Gun Training Centre, by now at Pirbright) 
On 6 November new designs of cap badge, collar 
badges and buttons were authorised. Prior to this, 
personnel of the ‘Machine-Gun Guards’ had worn a 
five-pointed cap star, Machine-Gun Corps collar 
badges and a cloth shoulder title. 
‘The Regiment was disbanded in 1920. 


The first badge of the Machine-Gun Guards was the five- 
pointed ‘five in one’ star. This was replaced in 1918 by the 
crossed machine-guns badge shown. 
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A sentry of the Ist 
Grenadier Guards 

overlooking the Rhine at 
Cologne, 8 January 1919. 


awM) 


A detachment of the 
Guards Machine-Gun 
Regiment march p 
during one of the victory 
parades, 1919. 
badge (introduced in 19 
to replace the “five in one’ 
badge of 1917), crossed 
Vickers collar badges and 
‘Machine-Gun Guards’ 
titles. (IWM) 


BETWEEN THE 
WARS 


The years 1919-39 saw a reversion to peacetime 
duties for the Houschold Troops, with the routine of 
public duties in England occasionally broken by 
postings abroad to places such as Shanghai, Palestine 
and Egypt. Like the rest of the British Army, the 
Guards drew in recruits from the volunt present- 
ing themselves for enlistment, but unlike other regi- 
ments and corps, recruits to the Guards were enlisted 
lly for three years instead of seven. This had the 
effect of passing many more men to the reserve than 
in a line regiment. (The latter, of course, had to 
maintain battalions abroad in places such as India for 
long periods of time.) A three-year enlistment in the 


Guards was a preferred method of entry into the 
police service between the wars — a route chosen by 
many to obtain a secure job. (Officers too entered 
Guards regiments under terms quite different to the 
rest of the army, passing back into civil life to be 
‘invited’ to return to senior appointments as they 
became vacant.) 

The activities of N 


zi Germany in the late 1930s 
once again pushed Europe towards war, and one in 
which many of the serving and reserve Guardsmen 
would go to battle, not as infantrymen, but inside the 
confines of a tank. 
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THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


Many more active service units were raised by the 
regiments of the Foot Guards from 1939 to 1945 than 
had been in the previous war: 22 battalions, some of 
which fought as infantry in the campaigns in North 
Africa, Italy and north-west Europe. But the Second 
World War as it developed became one of movement 
and firepower on an unprecedented scale, and many 
of the units raised or mobilised as infantry were 
converted to other roles. As in 1915, a Guards Divi- 
sion was again formed, but this time as an armoured 
division, to satisfy demand. (The story of the several 
Guards Brigades which fought independently of the 
Guards Armoured Division is outside the scope of 
this book.) 


The Formation of the Guards Armoured 
Division 

In carly 1941 the invasion threat to the United 
Kingdom called for a restructuring of Britain’s home 
forces. More armoured formations were needed. A 
decision was taken to convert the 20th and the 30th 
Independent Infantry Brigades (Guards) to an ar- 
moured role to form the basis of a Guards Armoured 
Division. The official reasoning behind the decision 
was that Guards units had the potential of being 
trained in the use of armour more rapidly than 
others, but before orders were issued for the conver- 
sion, permission was sought from King George VI 
and the Regimental Lieutenant-Colonels of the regi- 
ments concerned. This was obtained, and over the 
summer and early autumn of 1941 the Guards Ar- 
moured Division began to assemble in the area of 
Salisbury Plain. The founding brigades were renum- 
bered as the 5th and 6th Guards Armoured Brigades 
and there was much movement of units until the first 
order of battle was mustered. 


(Order of Battle, Guards Armoured Division on formation) 


Divisional Headquarters 
2nd Household Cavalry Regiment (Armoured 
Car Regiment) 
5th Guards Armoured Brigade 
1st (Motor) Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
2nd (Armoured) Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
Ast (Armoured) Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
2nd (Armoured) Battalion, Irish Guards 
6th Guards Armoured Brigade 
4th (Motor) Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
4th (Armoured) Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
3rd (Armoured) Battalion, Scots Guards 
2nd (Armoured) Battalion, Welsh Guards 
Guards Support Group 
153rd Field Regiment, Royal Artillery 
21st Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery 
94th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 
Artillery 
Ist Battalion, Welsh Guards (lorried 
infantry) 


Royal Engineers 

14 Field Squadron 

15 Field Squadron 

148 Field Park Squadron 
ignals 

Guards Armoured Division Signal Regiment 

Administrative Units. 

In May 1942 the Divisional establishment was 
changed and the 32nd Guards Brigade was brought 
into the organisation. It comprised: 

5th Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

4th Battalion, Scots Guards 

Ist Battalion, Welsh Guards. 


Roy 


Later in 1942 a further change of establishment 
saw the 6th Guards Armoured Brigade posted away 
from the Division and a number of others joining, 
including the 55th Field Regiment R.A. and the 2nd 
Battalion, Welsh Guards — replacing the 2nd House- 
hold Cavalry as armoured reconnaissance battalion. 
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‘s and equipment were scarce in 1941, and what 
lable was obsolescent and worn out. (The 
issued to the Guards Armoured Division 
were Covenanters, 17-ton ‘Cruiser’ tanks, each 
armed with a 2-pounder gun and a 7.92 mm Bes: 
chine-gun. Under-armoured and undergunned, 
they were replaced at the end of 1942 with 6-pounder 
armed Crusaders. These in turn were replaced in 
1943 by the American M4 Sherman types, with 
which the Division went to war.) By the spring of 
1942 the Guards had reached a standard of efficiency 
which made full divisional exercises possible, and for 
two years they trained hard in roles that gradually 
shi emphasis from the defence of the United 


On 3 March 1942 the 
Guards Armoured 
Division was shown off to 
the press, and the 2nd 
(Armoured) Irish G 
paraded for the 


ign, bridge-loading 


symbol and the uni 
sub-unit tactical signs. 
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Kingdom towards the invasion of France and the 
liberation of occupied Europe. By carly 1944, under 
the command of Maj.Gen. A.H.S. Adair, the Guard: 
Armoured Division had reached a peak of efficiency; 
it was equipped with the best weapons and vehicles 
in the Allied armoury, and faced the prospect of 
first battle with confidence. 


Guards Armoured Division 1944-45 


Divisional Headquarters and Signal Regiment 
Divisional Provost Company 
2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) Battalion, Welsh 
Guards 
5th Guards Armoured Brigade 
1st (Motor) Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
2nd (Armoured) Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
Ist (Armoured) Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
2nd (Armoured) Battalion, Irish Guards 
32nd Guards Brigade 
5th Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
3rd Battalion, Irish Guards 
Ist Battalion, Welsh Guards 
No. 1 (Independent) Machine-Gun Company, 
Royal Northumberland Fu 
Royal Artillery 
th Field Regiment 
153rd Field Regiment 
21st Anti-Tank Regiment 
94th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment 
Royal Engineers 
148 Field Park Squadron 
14 Field Squadron 
615 Field Squadron 
11 Bridging Troop 
Royal Army Service Corps 
310 Armoured Brigade Company 
224 Infantry Brigade Company 


» and Mechanical Engineers 
5 Guards armoured Brigade Workshops 
32 Guards Brigade Workshops 


Divisional Sign, 1941-45. 
The device was similar to 
that of 1916-18 but 
simpler. 


Royal Army Medical Corps 

19 Light Field Ambulance 

128 Field Ambulance 

8 Guards Field Dressing Station 

60 Field Hygiene Section 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps 

Guards Divisional Ordnance 

Field Park 
Guards Divisional Mobile Laundry and Bath 
Unit 
Miscellaneous 
Divisional Postal Unit, 95 Field Cash Office, 77 
Field Security Section, 268 Forward Delivery 
Squadron, Royal Armoured Corps. 

‘The basic armoured fighting vehicle of the Divi- 
sion was the American M4 Sherman tank, a 31-tonner 
with a speed of 25 mph and a crew of five. Armament 
was a 75-mm gun and two .30 in. machine-guns, A 
proportion of the Division’s Shermans were armed 
with the British 17-pounder gun and were known as 
‘Vireflies’, The 2nd Welsh Guards were equipped with 
75 mm gun—Cromwell, 17-pounder gun—Challengers, 
and 95 mm gun—Cromwells for the armoured recon- 
naissance role. The Ist Grenadiers as motor infantry 
operated from half-track vehicles. All other infantry 
rode in Bedford lorries. The Northumberland Fusi 
liers operated 4.2-in. mortars, Vickers medium ma- 
id ‘Wasp’ flamethrowers. The Divi: 
artillery operated 25-pounder guns, onc regiment self- 
propelled and the other towed, 17-pounder and 
American M10 anti-tank equipments, 40-mm and .5- 
in. quadruple mount anti-aircraft equipments and 
counter-mortar radar locating devices. There were 
over 3,000 vehicles in the Division (of which just over 
300 were tanks) and 14,700 men. 


The Normandy Campaign 
The Guards Armoured Division embarked for the 
Normandy bridgehead a fortnight after D-Day and 
began to concentrate west of Caen at the end of June 
1944. The 32nd Guards Brigade were immediately 
sent to the Carpiquet Airfield area, where they held 
the line and saw their first fighting. In mid-July the 
Division formed up with the other two British ar- 
moured divisions for ‘operation Goodwood’, a thrust 


south-east towards Valaise with the aim of drawing 
more of the German armour on to the Allied left 
while the Americans on the right made the main 
breakout from the bridgehead. 

The Guards advanced towards their first battle 
as a division on the morning of 18 July preceded by a 
2,000-bomber airstrike. Passing through the devasta- 
tion, which included the wreckage of gliders used on 
D-Day, the Guards encountered the enemy at Cagny, 
taking heavy tank losses before the Ist Grenadiers 
captured the village. Nearby, Lt. J.R. Gorman won a 
Military Cross by charging and ramming a ‘Tiger 
tank after his gun traversing mechanism had 
jammed. Stiffening enemy resistance slowed up the 
British operation, and it was called off the following 
day when it became obvious that the bombing had 
not destroyed the enemy defences to the extent 
hoped for. For four days the Guards Armoured 
Division remained in the Cagny area, making local 
attacks against elements of two Panzer divisions, 


ULSTER 


until relieved on 22 July. In its first battle the Divi- 
sion suffered considerable losses in tanks and men in 
a confusing series of actions that appeared to have 
been less than a success in terms of ground taken. Yet 
many tac 


‘al lessons had been learned, severe losses 
had been inflicted on the enemy and two new enemy 
armoured formations had been identified; ‘Good- 
wood’ had succeeded in that particular aim. 
‘Operation Bluecoat’ was launched on 25 July to 
capture vital ground south of Caumont. ‘he Guards 
Armoured Division began this operation in reserve, 
but were soon summoned forward to maintain the 
momentum of the advance. After a march of 45 miles 
on 31 July, the Division went into action as four 


3 March 1942. The driver 
(the regimental serge 
major no less!), gunner and 
wireless operator of 
‘Ulster’ are paraded before 
their tank. Note the fibre 
helmets, the headphone- 


microphone, Audio 
Frequency (AF) gear, the 
short-lived leather 
waistcoats and the 
webbing set for AFV 


infantry/tank ad hoc battle groups for what turned out 
to be two weeks of fierce, disjointed action, as they 
fought their way south in the close bocage countryside. 
Embankments and hedgerows surrounding small fields 
and rising over sunken lanes made an ideal setting for 
defence, and the Germans took every opportunity to 
make the Guards pay for ground gained. 

On 1 August resistance stiffened as the enemy 
brought up more armour to counter the British. By + 
August the attack had almost halted, with both sides 
locked in contact in the jungle of close countryside, 
and for several days the line remained static; then on 
15 August the enemy began to withdraw. With the 
pressure off the Guards could be relieved, rested and 
refitted, and they were not committed to battle dur- 
ing the final phase of the Normandy fighting. This 
saw the German 7th Army first trapped between the 
pincers of the British and Canadians advancing from 
the north and the Am 


advancing from the 


west and then destroyed by the massive firepower of 


the Allied ground and air forces. 
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The Advance to Brussels 
After the exertions of the Normandy campaign the 
men of the Guards Armoured Division took every 
opportunity to rest until the warning order to move 
came on 23 August. 

After the defeat of the German forces in Nor- 
mandy the Americans struck out for Paris while the 
British-Canadian 21st Army Group advanced 
north-west towards the Channel ports. There was 
an added urgency for the British: the area they were 
to advance on housed the launching-sites from 
which the Germans were flying the V1 pilotless 
bombs that were by now bombarding southern 
England. On 27 August the Guards set off for the 
Seine; they crossed two days later and reorganised 
for the march on Brussels. 

The return of the 2nd Household Cavalry Regi- 
ment enabled General Adair to redeploy the 2nd 
Welsh Guards as the basis for the Division’s fourth 
mixed battlegroup. The Grenadier and Irish Guards 
usually formed the 5th Brigade, while the 


In April 1942 Winston 
Churchill inspected the 
Guards Armoured 
Division. Drawn up for his 
inspection are tank crews 
from the Grenadier and 
Scots Guards. Note the 
dicing painted on the 
helmets of the Scots 
Guards. (IWM) 


Guards Uniform, 1914 

1: Colour sergeant, Coldstream Guards 
Private, Irish Guards 

3: Captain, Scots Guards 


1914-15 
1: Lieutenant, Grenadier Guards 
2: Company sergeant major, Grenadier Guards 
3: Major, Welsh Guards 


The formation of the Guards Division, 1915 
1: Corporal of horse, Royal Horse Guards 
2: Musician, Welsh Guards 


The Somme, 1916 
1: Lt. Col. John Vaughan Campbell 

2: Guards private ‘fighting order’ 

3: Lance-corporal, Grenadier Guards 


Ypres and Cambrai, 1917 

1: Captain, Ist Grenadier Guards 

2: Lance-corporal, Ist Scots Guards 
3: Captain, Royal Field Artillery 


The Year of Victory, 1918 

1: Lt. Col. Viscount Gort 

2: Lance-sergeant, 4th Company, Guards Machine-Gun battalion 
3: Regimental sergeant-major, Irish Guards 


1939-41 
1: Trooper, Royal Horse Guards 

2: Corporal-of-horse, Royal Horse Guards , 
3: Anti-tank gunner, Ist Welsh Guards r 


Training in the UK, 1941-44 

1: Tank-driver, Ist (Armoured) Coldstream Guards 
2: Licutenant-coloncl, Irish Guards 

3: Drill sergeant, Scots Guards 


4 Normatial g 

| 1:Gunner, divisional anti-tank regiment 
2: Rifle platoon commander, Sth Coldstream Guards| 
3: Guardsman, 2nd (Armoured) Grenadier Guards 


Guardsman, 3rd Irish Guards 

Officer, Scots Guards 

Corporal, No. 1 Independent Machine-Gun company, 
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers 


Beyond the Rhine and Victory, 1945 

1; Guardsman, 2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) Welsh Guards 
2: NCO, Ist (Armoured) Coldstream Guards 

3: NCO, 2nd Scots Guards 


Insignia 

Officer's helmet, Grenadier Guards, 1918 

2: Other ranks’ ‘soft cap’, 2nd Scots Guards, 1917 

3: ‘Soft cap’ Machine-Gun Guards, 1917 

4: Beret, Guardsman, 2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) 
Welsh Guards 
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5: Title, 2nd Scots Guards 

6: Title, Guards Machine-Gun Battalion 

7: Patch, Royal Artillery units, Guards Division, 1918 

8: Patch, RAMC units, Guards Division, 1918 

9-13: Titles of Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots, Irish and 
Welsh Guards, 1939-45 


Coldstream and Welsh Guards, with the Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers, made up the 32nd. 
Pressing on at speed from the Seine, the Division 
crossed the Somme on 31 August and entered Arras 
y. Fighting along the way cost the Guards 
several tanks, but no serious delays were imposed 
upon the Division. The pursuit was halted on 2 
September to allow supplies to catch up and for the 
plans for the dash to Brussels, 75 miles away, to be 
made and orders issued. The Division deployed to 
send each of its brigades forward astride two single 
road centre-lines, the 5th Guards Armoured on the 
left and the 32nd Guards Brigade on the right. A 
supporting Belgian brigade followed. Overcoming 
pockets of resistance and demolitions, the tanks of 
the Guards pushed on to surprise and capture the 
German units they overtook, and to arrive at the 
Belgian capital at 8.00 pm that day. In Brussels they 
were greeted by the inhabitants in a manner which 
can surely never have been equalled. The dash to the 
city was the most spectacular advance that the 
Guards Armoured Division would ever make. 


After the official entry by General Adair the next 
day to set the seal on its liberation, the Guards drove 
northward from Brussels to continue the pursuit of 
the Germans, hampered by crowds of joyous Bel- 
gians. By the time they had crossed the River Dyle it 
had become apparent that the Germans were recoy- 


ering and putting up serious resistance to the Allies, 


The Low Countries — Autumn and Winter 
1944-45 
The stubborn German defence of the series of river 
and canal obstacles that barred the way to their 
homeland, coupled with an Allied line-of-communi- 
cation that by now stretched 300 miles back to the 
Normandy beaches, had the effect of slowing down 


Serving alongside the 
Guards Armoured 
Division in Normandy in 
July 1944 was the 6th 
Guards Tank Brigade. By 
now equipped with 


shown here in the advance 
on Caumont. Note the 
AFYV steel helmets worn by 
the tank commanders, and 
the fact that the two 
nearmost vehicles have 


Churchill tanks the 4th 
(Tank Battalion) 
Coldstream Guards are 


their guns traversed to the 
rear. (WM) 


mort it 
the background. (WM). 


Left: Amiens, 1 
September 1944. A quieter 
scene as the 5th 
Coldstream Guards 
continue their advance 
through the town. (IWM) 


the ¢ Guards ‘Armoured 
Sins 


the advance on A 
September 1944, The units 
here are the 2nd 
(Armoured) and the Ist 
(Motor) Grenadier Guards. 


the scene of the first ti nk: 
rank battle in 1918.) 


of the 2nd B: 
and the Universal 
of the Ist. (WM) 


the 21st Army Group and forcing it to fight a battle 
in order to secure the port of Antwerp and its 
approaches. To keep up the momentum of the thrust 
towards the Ruhr, Field Marshal Montgomery de- 
vised a risky plan which involved the seizing of 
crossing places by airborne troops while an armoured 
task force fought its way over the obstacles and into 
the industrial heartland of Germany. Code-named 
‘Operation Market Garden’ the furthermost bridge- 
head was that over the lower Rhine at Arnhem 
An Allied airborne corps was to land by p: 
chute and glider to capture the bridges over six major 
water obstacles, holding them against the arrival of 
30 corps, spearheaded by the Guards Armoured 
Division. The establishment of a ‘corridor’ into 
northern Germany would give the Allies a chance to 
end the war quickly, but the risks were considerable. 
For much of the way the advance to the bridgehead at 
Arnhem was to be on a ‘one-road front’, up which 
the thousands of vehicles needed to support the 


a- 


fighting echelons would have to drive, including 
some 5,000 trucks carrying bridging stores that 
might be required at any time. The vulnerability of 
this administrative tail to enemy action would be 
extreme; there would be severe consequences if the 
ammunition, fuel and stores needed by the leading 
troops were cut off. 

On 17 September, as fleets of aircraft began 
landing the airborne troops on their objectives, the 
Guards Armoured Division moved off from the 
Escaut Canal. With infantry riding on the tanks and 
the support of seven squadrons of rocket-firing Ty- 
phoon fighter-bombers, as well as a rolling barrage 
from 11 field and six medium artillery regiments, all 
looked well. But the Guards had not travelled far 
before German anti-tank guns started to knock out 
the leading tanks. Prompt action by the Typhoons 
and the supporting infantry soon restored the ad- 
vance, and by nightfall on 18 September they had 
reached Eindhoven, held by American paratroops. 


Repairs to the bridging on the Wilhelmina Canal 
delayed the advance, but at 6.00 am the next day they 
continued through Veghel and Grave. From here the 
5th Guards Brigade pushed on towards Nijmegen 
while the 32nd Guards Brigade deployed to meet 
enemy counter-attacks. 

At Nijmegen the bridges were still in German 
hands, and an operation was mounted by the Guards 
to clear the town while the American paratroopers 
crossed the river in assault boats to capture the 
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The advance into Belgium, 
3 September 1944. The 
crew of a Cromwell tank of 
the 2nd (Armoured 


Reconnaissance) Welsh 
Guards pose with a happy 
villager in Leuse. (IWM) 


northern end of the road bridge. After a day’s bitter 
fighting the approaches to the bridge were taken and 
a troop of Shermans from the 2nd Grenadiers rushed 
the bridge under heavy fire. The fact that the bridge 
was fully prepared for demolition made the act all the 
more courageous, and the two NCOs who led the 


charge, Sgt. Robinson and Sgt. Pacey, were both 
awarded the Military Medal. The subsequent link- 
up between the American and British forces led to 
the capture of both bridges, and the way to Arnhem 
was open. But by now, 21 September, the British Ist 
Airborne Division in the town were trapped, pinned 
against the north bank of the Rhine and in need of 
rescue. Only a small force had fought their way to the 
Arnhem road bridge; the rest had been prevented 
from reaching it by the speed of the German reac- 
tion. 

Despite every effort the armour of the Guards 
was stopped six miles short of the beleaguered para- 
troops, and the job of effecting the link with them 
was passed to the 43rd Wessex Division. Eventually 
the survivors of the Ist Airborne were ferried back 
across the Rhine, and the Guards Armoured Divi- 
sion was deployed to fend off counter-attacks and to 
enlarge the bridgehead on the ‘Island’ — the lodge- 
ment north of Nijmegen. On 6 October the Division 
was pulled back into reserve to rest and to make good 
the losses sustained in men and equipment in the 
recent fighting. In November they moved south to 
Sittard, where the area taken over was just inside the 
German border. 


3 September 1944, Lance- 
Corporal R.N. Davies of 
the Welsh Guards 
photographed bringing in 
a German prisoner. (IWM) 


In December the German offensive against the 
American forces in the Ardennes, the ‘Battle of the 
Bulge’, involved 30 corps, including the Guards 
Armoured Division, in a number of moves to cover 
the ‘bulge’ against a possible breakthrough, until the 
Americans got the measure of the Germans and 
pushed them back. It was a period of great uncer- 
tainty, but time was found to celebrate Christmas. 
Once the crisis was past, leave to the United King- 
dom for the lucky few began. In late January 1945 the 
2nd Scots Guards began to take over from the Ist 
Welsh Guards, who were having difficulties with 
reinforcements. (The 2nd Scots Guards had seen 
active service in North Africa and Italy, but only half 
their men were veterans. Most of the remainder had 
been Royal Force personnel eight months previ- 
ously — an indication of how serious the problem of 
infantry reinforcement was for the British Army by 
early 1945.) 


The Advance into Germany 
On 8 February 1945 British and Canadian forces 
began driving south-eastward into the area between 
the Maas and Rhine rivers —a great tract of forestry 
known as the Reichswald. ‘Operation Veritable’ in- 


cluded 30 corps, and the task of the Guards Ar- 
moured Division was to push on to the Rhine. In the 
event, extensive flooding prevented the use of most of 
the Division’s armour, and the infantry of the 32nd 
Guards Brigade attacked towards Cleve and then, 
under the command of the 51st Highland Division, 
towards Goch, a keypoint of the German ‘Siegfrieg 
Line’ south of the Reichswald. In dreadful weather 
the casualties mounted, until by 20 February the 
Brigade was reduced to two weak battalions. An 
American breakthrough to the south eventually al- 
lowed further progress and, reconstituted into its 
battlegroups, the Division fought on to close up to 
the banks of the Rhine on 8 March. 
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‘Operation Veritable’ was one of the toughest 
battles ever fought by the Division. An indication of 
just how hard it was may be gained from the fact that 
one of the field regiments had, in just over a month, 
fired 3,000 rounds per gun — more than in the whole 
campaign until then. Conditions of weather and 
terrain were the worst the Division had ever experi- 
enced, but a large tract of the western bank of the 
Rhine now lay in Allied hands, and this was to be the 
springboard for the crossing of the river and the final 
sweep into Germany. 

On 11 March the Division moved back to the 
Nijmegen area to rest and refit. It was here that the 
Ist Welsh Guards finally departed, and part of the 


4 September 1944. Major 
Stewart Fothringham and 
Company Sergeant-Maj 
Low of ‘X’ Compa 
Guards watch their men 
mopping up German 
resistance. ‘X’ Company 
were the only Scots Guards 
present in the Guards 
Armoured Division at this 
time. They were under 
command of Ist Welsh 
Guards. The Major holds a 
German 98K rifle. (TWM) 


‘ank regiment was converted to infantry. The 
divisional artillery left to support the assault crossing 
of the Rhine, which began on 23 March. 

The Guards Armoured Division crossed the 
river on 30 March, the 5th Guards Armoured Brig- 
ade leading as it fought its way north to Lingen 
against elements of the German Ist Parachute Army. 
The paratroops resisted skilfully and stubbornly, but 
troops of the 32nd Guards Brigade entered Lingen 
on 3 April. The Ems bridge was destroyed by the 
defenders but the 2nd Houschold Cavalry found 
another bridge four miles downstream. An attack was 
mounted by the Coldstream battlegroup, and the 
bridge was taken with great gallantry. (The com- 
mander of the Coldstream infantry company, Capt. 
1.0. Liddle, won a Victoria Cross for leading the 
assault and cutting the wires to demolition charges 
under heavy fire; sadly, Capt. Liddle was killed be- 
fore hearing of his award.) 


Pictured on his triumphal 

procession through 

Bru the GOC Guards 
Armoured Division, 
Major-General A.ILS. 
Adair DSO MC. A 
Grenadier, General Adair 


held command from 1942 
and was responsible for 
bringing the Division to 
its high state of training, 
and then leading it 
through all its battles. 
(IWM) 


Taving crossed the Ems the Guards Armoured 
Division drove north-eastward to Bremen, still bat- 
tling against fierce resistance from the German 
paratroops, who had been reinforced by a Panzer- 
Grenadier division. Booby-trapped roadblocks and 
vicious counter-attacks hindered the Division; it took 
a practised combination of tank, infantry and artil- 
lery fire and manoeuvre, mixed with airstrikes, to 


overcome the opposition. The divisional engineers 
were kept busy making safe and dismantling road- 
blocks, and bridging obstacles — their longest Bailey 
bridge was built during this period. 

By 14th April, when the Division had halted to 
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allow the infantry divisions behind to attack Bremen, 
casualties were mounting and there were few signs of 
a let-up in the enemy resistance. On 16 April the 
Division was ordered across the River Weser and into 
the area between Bremen and Hamburg. Here, in- 
stead of the Luftwaffe paratroops they had formerly 
faced, they encountered German naval personnel 
from the ‘Marine’ divisions (formed from sailors 
without ships). They fought just as bravely as the 
paratroops, albeit with different tactics. 

By now it was apparent to most that the German 
position was hopeless, but fanatical opposition was 
still encountered, including a counter-attack on the 
Trish Guards at Wistedt in which the tank driven by 
Guardsman E. Charlton was hit and set on fire. The 


‘Operation Market passes two knocked-out 
Garden.’ The advance into Shermans of the Guards 
Holland, 19 September Armoured Division, one of 


1944. The armoured 
column driving to link up 
with the airborne landings 


which shows signs of 
burning. (WM) 


crew were forced to abandon their vehicle, but 
Guardsman Charlton seized a Browning machine- 
gun and opened fire on the advancing Germans (a 
company of infantry and two self-propelled guns). 
Hit in the left arm, Charlton propped the gun on a 
gate and continued to fire with one hand. Despite 
further wounds he kept up his fire until overrun, 
which gave his comrades time to react to the threat. 
His conduct earned him a posthumous Victoria 
Cross, the Division’s second. 

The remaining days of April were spent in a 
series of tough battles in the area between the Weser 
and the Elbe rivers. This taxed the resources of the 
Division, including the ‘infantry’ of the Divisional 
anti-tank regiment, who distinguished themselves as 
part of a mobile column called ‘Wardforce’. They 
overran prison camps and freed thousands of cap- 
tives, including over 40 guardsmen who had been 
captured in the recent fighting and two who had been 
in captivity since 1940. 


In these final days of the war a new horror was 
experienced in the form of sea mines used as land 
mines. These exploded to destroy a tank without 
trace, leaving a 60-ft crater in the road. 

On 27 April the Ist Household Cavalry ar- 
moured car regiment joined the Division. Over the 
course of the next few days the resistance of the 
enemy petered out, and on 5 May 1945 hostilities 
ceased as the German forces surrendered uncondi- 
tional 

Asa final salute to the victory, the gunners of the 
Division fired a feu de joie ten minutes before the 
cease-fire became final. Shot and shell from all guns 
of all calibres were followed by every type and colour 
of smoke shell. As the guns fell silent, so the war 
ended for the Guards Armoured Division. 


The Last Days of the Division 
The period following the cease-fire saw troops of the 
Division busy supervising the surrender and disarm- 
ing of German forces in the Cuxhayen area, includ- 
ing the naval base and all the ships in the harbour. 
Confusion as to the terms of the surrender had to 


Guards accept a drink 
from the proprietor of a 
café in Findhoven 
following the liberation of 
the town. (IWM) 


‘Operation Market 
Garden.’ The crew of a 
Cromwell tank of the 2nd 
(Armoured 
Reconnaissance) Welsh 


be resolved, with many Germans wanting to con- 
tinue the struggle against the Russians. On 9 May 
troops of the 2nd Scots Guards assisted a naval 
expedition in taking the surrender of the island of 
Heligoland, while the remainder of the Division was 
kept busy disarming German units and herding them 
into prisoner-of-war camps. With the Cuxhaven 
peninsula clear of German troops, the Division 
was ordered south to Verden, to police the area and 
to prepare to relinquish the role of an armoured 
division. 

General Adair decided to hold a parade to mark 
the Division’s farewell to armour, and in preparation 
for this the tanks of the divisi iced, 
polished and painted with ‘battleship grey’ paint 
liberated from German naval stores at Cuxhaven. 
The ceremony was held at Rotenburg airfield on 9 
June 1945, with the tanks drawn up on the flanks of 
the arena and the vehicles and guns of the rest of the 


sion were serv: 
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8 February 1945. The dr 
towards the Siegfried Line. 


communication on 
regimental net, VHF inter- 
tank communication and 
crew ‘intercom’ at the 
touch of a switch. (IWM) 


7 April 1945. Bri 


by the Ist 
Armoured) Coldstream 
rds greet their 
The man 

second from the right is 
wearing the tank crew 
oversuit, which by this 
time was the preferred 
uniform of AFY crews. 


(IWM) 


division in the centre. F-M Montgomery conducted 
an inspection followed by a drive- and march-past 
and an address in which he said: ‘I do not suppose 
that there is any officer who can speak with such 
weight of experience as myself about the relative 
standards of battle efficiency of this or that f 
or unit; from Alamein to the Baltic, | have had many 
formations and units under my command. I want to 
say, here and now, that in the sphere of armoured 
fare you have set a standard that it will be difficult 
for those that come after you to reach. In modern war 
it is the co-operation of all arms, armoured and 
unarmoured, that wins the battle, and in this respect 
you have achieved great results. In fact, the Guards 
have shown that whatever they are asked to do, 
whatever they take on, they do well; they maintain 


ion 


pt. 1.O. Liddle of the 
5th Coldstream Guards, 
photographed shortly after 
performing the deeds that 
won him the Victoria 


Cross, 7 April 1945. Capt. 
Liddle sits in a Universal 
arrier listening to the 
ignals on a Wircless Set 
18. (WM) 


always the highest standards and give a lead to all 
others. You will long be remembered for your prow- 
in armoured war.’ 

And so ended four years during which the 
Guards, the most dyed-in-the-wool infantrymen of 
the British Army, had taken on a role quite foreign to 
them. They had trained and become proficient in 
that role, and then gone to war to fight their way from 
Normandy to the heartland of Germany in a manner 
that had won them fresh honours and the admiration 
of friend and foe alike. 
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UNIFORM 


For over 300 years the military dress of the Guards 
has differed from that of the rest of the British Army. 
While broadly observing uniform regulations, the 
Guards have consistently deviated in the superior 
quality of materials used in the manufacture of their 
uniforms, the elaborate styles adopted in their cut 
and embellishment, and in the adoption of certain 
articles of uniform not worn by the rest of the Army. 
By 1914 the full dress uniforms of the Household 
troops had developed to a state of magnificence that 
quite outshone the line, infantry or cavalry, from 
private soldier to senior officer. 
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When, in the 19th century, field uniforms were 
adopted, the Guards soon began to adapt khaki and 
drab so that by 1914 the service dress of officers of 
the Foot Guards was cut ina style exclusive to each 
of the four regiments, with buttons grouped singly or 
in pairs, threes, or fours according to regimental 
Ranking was worn on the shoulders — the 
privilege of generals — and consisted of metal ‘stars’ 
unique to the Guards. 

Service dress distinctions for other ranks in- 
cluded the badges of rank worn by non-commis- 
sioned officers and warrant officers. These differed 
from those of the line. A lance-corporal of the line 
wore one chevron, but his equivalent in the Foot 
Guards wore two. Corporals of the line wore two 


CASHIER 
OFFICE HOURS 


A Grenadier Guards picket 
on the office of the Second 
Army cashier, Cologne, 26 
February 1919. (WM) 


chevrons, but in the Foot Guards they were called 
‘lance-sergeants’ and wore three chevrons. Grenadier 
Guards NCOs embellished their badges of rank with 
various combinations of grenades and crossed 
swords, while regimental sergeant-majors wore a 
much larger badge of rank than those of the line. 
(This ‘elevation’ of NCO rank continues to this day, 
and is perhaps the last echo of a practice, abolished in 
the 1870s, of Guards officers holding rank ‘equal’ to 
that of a higher line grade — a Guards captain being 
the equal of a line lieutenant-colonel, for example.) 
During the war all regiments except the Coldstream 
Guards reverted to the practice of wearing cloth 
shoulder titles and battalion indicators. Other dis- 
tinctions of dress and insignia are noted in the 
captions to the colour plates and photographs. (A 
distinction not indicated by uniform was conferred 
upon the Guards after the Armistice, when King 
George V ordered that private soldiers should be 
termed ‘Guardsmen’.) 

Equipment worn by the Guards in 1914-18 was 
the pattern 1908 infantry webbing — the 1914 leather 


HRH the Duke of 
Connaught and Major- 
General Sir Geoflrey 
Fielding (general-officer- 
commanding the Guards 
Division from January 
1916 to September 1918) 
inspect winning 
competitors at the Guards 


Bavingcourt, 30 June 1918. 
Note the divisional sign 
worn on staff brassards, 
the titles of the Ind 
Grenadier Guards private 
in the foreground and the 
three Life Guards 
corporals in rear ~ the 
latter on military police 


Division horse show, duties. (WM) 
equipment was never issued to them. Steel helmets, 
‘as equipment, grenades and the many other 
sued to the infantry were carried in the 

manner. Helmets were sometimes 


prescribed 
adorned with badges — either painted on, or attached 
to helmet covers. 


Officers of the Guards went to war in 1914 
wearing swords, but these were soon laid aside in 
favour of walking sticks. In time, officers adopted the 
uniform and webbing of the “Tommy” in order to be 
less conspicuous to the enemy marksmen. But even 
in the trenches Guards officers remained innovators 
of military fashion, creating the style for ‘plus-four’ 
knickerbocker trousers that later became regulation 
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Lt.Col. Gooch in his command tank, 
Enschede, 1 April 1945. (WM) 


in the Brigade of Guards, and was eventually copied 
by line of s. 

In 1917 a scheme of cloth insignia began to be 
worn throughout the Guards Division. ‘That worn by 
the Foot Guards consisted of a title and battalion 
indicator, but other units wore cloth shields of vary- 
ing colours with a brass ‘G’ attached. Officers 
shields with the ‘G’ in gold embroidery. 

Many of these minor variations of dress and 
insignia were copied by other regiments and corps, 
especially the officers’ fashions. But it was not only 
the sartorial example set by the Guards that was 
copied: observers of their drill noted what they 


termed ‘the Guard’s stamp’ — the first indication of 


a practice now common throughout the British 
Army and one that seems not to have existed prior 
to 1914. 

Full dress was taken back into use for public 
duties after the Armistice, and service dress was 
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retained for other duties until the introduction of 
battledress in the late 1930s. With this the Foot 
Guards continued to wear service dress caps and 
cloth shoulder titles. After the formation of the 
Guards Armoured Division, battalions in the 
armoured role were ordered to wear black berets, and 
those converted to motor battalions, khaki berets. 
‘The system of arm-of-service badges worn by the 
rest of the Army was not worn by the G s 
The maintenance and operation of armoured 
fighting vehicles was dirty work and required the 
issuc of a variety of protective clothing, including the 
standard denim overalls, various combination over- 
alls, denim tank suits and the winter oversuit. Several 
patterns of helmets were issued to the Guards during 
the Second World War, for use inside and outside 
tanks according to the wearer’s role. The standard 
webbing equipment — the 1937 pattern — was also 
adapted according to role and the weapon carried. 
Guards officers retained service dress during the 
war, still cut in a style distinctive to each regiment. 


Service dress was also retained by bandsmen and by 
certain warrant officers. 

The peculiarities of the dress and insignia of the 
Guards is a fascinating study in military fashion. 
Many of the ‘distinctions’ adopted to emphasise thei 
elite status have lost their exclusivity as they have 
been copied by the Army at large, leading to further 
innovation. The cycle continues to this day, and will 
no doubt go on as long as Britain has her Household 
troops. 


THE PLATES 


A: Guards uniform, 1914 

The full dress of the Foot Guards at this time is 
demonstrated by a colour sergeant of the Coldstream 
Guards (Al). The white lace, collar and shoulder 
devices worn by junior ranks were in gold for this 
grade of NCO, who also wore a regimental pattern of 
colour badge on his chevrons. Note the red plume 
worn on the bearskin cap and the grouping of but- 
tons in pairs, both Coldstream distinctions. Note also 
the configuration of the Slade-Wallace equipment 
worn, in this case with the regiment’s Garter Star 
valise badge worn on the folded greatcoat — below 
which is the rolled cape. Our subject’s Short, Maga- 
zine, Lee-Enfield rifle and bayonet (SMLE) is at the 
‘present arms’. 

‘The white drill jacket of the time is shown being 
worn by a private of the Irish Guards (A2). Note the 
Regiment’s forage cap, the single pouch worn for 
drill, and the position of ‘secure arms’. 

All the finery of full dress, and the many other 
uniforms of the Household troops, went into storage 
for the duration on the outbreak of war. Drab service 
dress became the uniform for all occasions. Figure 
A3 shows a captain of the Scots Guards. Note the 
forage cap with drab/khaki crown, buttons grouped 
in threes, Sam Browne belt, and the sword held at the 
‘recover’. 


B: 1914-15 

Officers of the Foot Guards marched off to war in 
service dress and all the paraphernalia of the leather 
Sam Browne equipment. This is demonstrated by 
figure B1, a lieutenant of the Grenadier Guards. 
Active service headgear was an all-drab service dress 


cap, and equipment included a pistol and ammuni- 
tion, waterbottle, compass, binoculars, sword, walk- 
ing stick, haversack and rolled raincoat. Even with 
two braces this formed an ill-balanced load, and it 
was soon adapted by discarding some items and 
carrying others in a pack. 

The appearance of the other ranks also under- 
went transformation, to adapt to the conditions pre- 
vailing in the trenches. Figure B2 depicts a company 
sergeant major of the Grenadier Guards in carly 1915 
dressed in a trench jerkin and rubber waders. His 
equipment is the 1908-pattern webbing, with extra 
ammunition carried in a cotton bandolier. Note the 
badges of rank worn by a colour sergeant of his 
regiment. (At this time colour sergeants filled the 
appointments of company sergeant major and com- 
pany quartermaster sergeant.) 

Figure B3 depicts a major in the newly created 
Welsh Guards, 1915. His forage cap carries the leek 
device chosen as the badge of the regiment, and the 
buttons on his jacket are grouped in fives. Senior 
officers in infantry battalions were mounted, and 
wore breeches, field boots and spurs instead of the 
dress prescribed for officers who marched on foot. 


C: 1915. The formation of the Guards Division 
The creation of the Guards Division brought two 
units of the Household Cavalry to serve alongside the 
Foot Guards. Figure Cl depicts a corporal of horse 
of the Royal Horse Guards, serving with the Divi- 
sional cavalry. His dress and equipment are standard 
for the time and include a 90-round bandolier, 
waterbottle, haversack, gas helmet, SMLE rifle and 
bayonet, and 1908-pattern sword. 

Although the bands of the Guards regiments 
‘toured’ France and Belgium at times, the military 
music for the Guards Division, whether on parade or 
on the line of march, was provided by the corps of 
drums of the various battalions. 

Figure C2 depicts a drummer of the Welsh 
Guards playing the flute. Note the flute case on his 
belt and the bugle at his side. Corps of drums 
marched in the full marching order (with gas helmet) 
shown — without the rifle. 

Figure C3 depicts a pipe-sergeant of one of the 
battalions of Scots Guards. Note the piper’s bonnet 
badge, the Royal Stewart tartan, regimental sporran 
and the badges of rank worn on the lower sleeves. 
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D: 1916-17. The Somme 

The military artist Caton Woodville painted a spir- 
ited canvas depicting Lt.Col. John Vaughan 
Campbell at the head of his Coldstream Guards 
battalions winning the Victoria Cross at Ginchy, on 
15 September 1916. Lt.Col. Campbell is shown 
wearing a French ‘Adrian’ helmet, but is otherwise in 
the proper service dress of his regiment. At D1 the 
uniforms also include haversacks for the ‘P’ and ‘PH’ 
gas helmets which everyone in the painting is carry- 
ing except the Lieutenant-Colonel! Note the famous 
hunting horn with which he urged his men on — his 
Webley Mark VI -in. revolver, his buttons 
grouped in pairs and the ribbons of the Distin- 
guished Service Order, King George V Coronation 
Medal, Queen’s South Africa Medal and King’s 
South Africa Medal. 

D2 shows a Guards private in the ‘fighting order’ 
worn by a Lewis gunner in 1916. Note the newly 
introduced ‘Brodie’ helmet, the 1908-pattern web- 
bing, worn without the valise, and the haversacks for 


a lance-corporal of the Grenadier 
Guards serving with the 3rd Guards light trench 
mortar battery in 1917. Note the insignia of his 
regiment and unit, and note the method of carrying 
the barrel of the 3-in. Stokes trench howitzer. 


E: 1917. Ypres and Cambrai 

By the third year of the war the uniform of officers of 
the Guards had undergone several modifications, but 
was still distinctive enough to be easily identified by 
German marksmen. It became practice to wear other 
ranks’ jackets and equipment in the style shown by 
figure E1, a captain of the Ist Grenadier Guards. 
Note the metal badges of rank and the regimental 
titles worn in this order by officers, with the battalion 
indicator. Equipment includes a ‘small box’ respira- 
tor, haversack, binoculars and pistol, and a raincoat 
rolled and strapped to the belt. Note his walking stick 
and generously cut plus-fours. 

Figure F2 illustrates the typical appearance of a 
front-line soldier of the Guards Division in the ‘field 
service marching order’ of late 1917. This is a lance- 
corporal of the Ist Scots Guards. The standard 
service dress of the time was worn with the newly 
introduced ‘soft cap’. The 1908-pattern webbing 
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equipment includes the pack (or valise), respirator, 
haversack, waterbottle and entrenching tool. The 
greatcoat and groundsheet are the main items carried 
in the pack, which has a steel helmet and leather 
trench jerkin strapped to it. A SMLE rifle and 
bayonet are carried, protected by a breech cover. 
Patches of Royal Stewart tartan were worn on the cap 
and helmet by the Ist Scots Guards. Note the badges 
of rank for a lance-corporal, good conduct badges for 
five years’ service, skill-at-arms badge for rifle 
marksman and wound stripes. The medal ribbons are 
those of the Military Medal and the (1917) newly 
instituted 1914 ‘Mons’ Star. 

Figure E3 depicts a captain of one of the Royal 
Field Artillery batteries of the Guards Division in 
late 1917. Dressed as he might have been when ‘out 
of the line’, he wears the regulation service dress for 
an officer of his regiment. His medal ribbons are the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, the Queen’s and 
King’s South Africa Medals and the ‘Mons’ Star. 
Note his cuff ranking, wound stripe and the ‘G’ 
patch worn by artillery officers of the Division. 


F: 1918 The Year of Victory 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Standish Surtees 
Prendergast Vereker, Viscount Gort DSO MVO MC 
won the Victoria Cross on 27 September 1918 when 
in command of the Ist Grenadier Guards at the 
crossing of the Canal du Nord near Flesquiéres. 
‘Twice wounded, he nevertheless directed his battal- 
ion until they were on their final objective. Figure F1 
depicts Lt.Col. Viscount Gort in 1918. (He went on 
to a field-marshal’s baton and an even more distin- 
guished career before his early death in 1946. As 
General Lord Gort he had command of the B.E.F. of 
1939-40, was governor and C-in-C of Gibraltar in 
1941 and Malta from 1942 to 1944, and was High 
Commissioner for Palestine from 1944 to 1945.) 

Figure I'2 depicts a lance-sergeant of the 4th 
Company, Guards Machine-Gun Battalion in early 
1918 wearing the five-pointed cap star, a title of 
“Machine-Gun Guards’, Machine-Gun Corps collar 
badges and numerals on the sleeve to indicate his 
company. Note the ribbon of the ‘Mons’ Star and the 
Spanish Trocaola .455-in. revolver. 

Figure F3 depicts a regimental sergeant-major of 
the Irish Guards in 1918. A disciplinarian in a regime 
that places great value on discipline, the ‘Guards 


RSM’ remains a figure of legend: once experienced, 
never forgotten. Note the special badge of rank, the 
cane, and the ribbons of 20 years of service. 


G: 1939-41 

In 1939 the troops of the Royal Household once 
again put into store the splendour of full dress and 
donned service dress and battledress. Seen at G1 is a 
trooper of the Royal Horse Guards — the Blues — in 
mounted review order (1930s) and at G2 a corporal- 
of-horse of the same regiment serving with the 2nd 
Household Cayalry Regiment in the Guards Ar- 
moured Division (1941). Note the regimental titles 
and badges of rank of the latter, and the equipment 
configuration worn by those armed with both a pistol 
and a ‘Thompson .45-in. sub-machine gun. 

Among the first troops to cross to France in 1939 
were the Foot Guards, including three battalions of 
the Grenadier Guards. Battledress was not immedi- 
ately available, and men of the Ist Welsh Guards 
looked remarkably ‘14—18" in appearance (see G3, a 


Guardsman anti-tank number). 1937-patte’ — equip- 
ment had replaced the earlier pattern, a more effec- 
tive respirator was worn, and the .55 in. anti-tank 
rifle had been issued. 


H: 1941-44, Training in the U.K. 

Early attempts to provide protection for British tank 
crews saw the introduction of a fibre helmet similar 
to that worn by coal miners. These were modified to 
carry earphones and microphones and had padding 
on the brow. igure H1 depicts a Guardsman tank- 
driver of the Ist (Armoured) Coldstream Guards 
wearing such a helmet in 1943. (At this time mark- 
ings were painted on the steel helmets of the Foot 
Guards which represented the plumes worn on bear- 


The attack on Moyenville, 
Battle of Albert, 21 August 
1918. Men of the 3rd 


are brought in, some 
bearing captured MG 08/ 
15 Maxim light machine- 


Grenadier Guards in the 
old German second line, 
while German prisoners 


guns. Note the tank in the 
distance and the unbroken 
ground. (IWM) 


skin caps. The Scots Guards, who wore no plume, 
had dicing on their helmets. Our subject has the 
scarlet plume of his regiment.) Standard battledress 
of the 1937-pattern is worn, with the regimental title, 
battalion indicator and Divisional sign. Equipment 
worn is the 1937-pattern, with the pistol case for tank 
crew. The latter is worn in its original form. It was 
found to be clumsy and was later modified to fit to a 
belt. The pistol is the American .38-in./200 Smith 
and Wesson revolver; many thousands of these were 
supplied to Britain under the ‘Lease/lend’ pro- 
gramme. 

Officers of the British Army were required to 
provide themselves with service dress during the 
Second World War, and that of the Guards retained 
many traditional features, including the grouping of 
buttons regimentally. Figure H2 depicts a licutenant- 
colonel of the Irish Guards in 1942. Note the officers’ 
‘forage cap’ worn with this dress and the style of the 
jacket, which had changed little since 1914 except 
that it was made from barathea instead of serge. The 
medal ribbons are those of the Military Cross, Gen- 
eral Service Medal and King George V1 Coronation 
Medal. 

Great emphasis is placed on drill as a means to 
discipline in the Guards, and much time is dedicated 
to it in both peacetime and wartime. Warrant offi 
filling the appointments of ‘drill sergeants’ are 
unique to the Guards, and the figure at H3 depicts a 
drill sergeant of Scots Guards in 1941. Note the 
forage cap appropriate to his rank, and the continued 
use of service dress — worn with a Sam Browne belt. 
Note also the badges of rank worn at this time, 
regimental titles and the medal ribbons of the King 
George VI Coronation Medal and the Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal. He is using a pace-stick 
to regulate a slow march. 


I: 1944. Normandy 
A division is an army in miniature, bringing together 
all that is necessary — command, communication, the 
maintenance and supply of armour, infantry, artillery 
and engineers — to make up the fighting element. 
Shown here are three figures typical of the men of the 
Guards Armoured Division. 

Figure I] depicts a gunner of the Divisional anti- 
tank regiment carrying a round of 17-pounder 
armour-piercing ammunition. Note the titles of 
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the Royal Artillery, Divisional sign and the arm-of- 
service strip. 

Figure 12 depicts a rifle platoon commander of 
the 5th Coldstream Guards in battle order. Note the 
regimental and Divisional insignia, 1937-pattern 
equipment, and Mark IT Sten 9-mm machine car- 
bine. 

Figure 3 depicts a guardsman of the 2nd (Ar- 
moured) Grenadier Guards. Denim overalls were in- 
variably worn by tank crews in Normandy. Note the 
RAC helmet, goggles, and the No. 2 Enfield .38-in. 
pistol in a modified RAC case. He carries a round of 
armour-piercing ammunition for his tank’s 75-mm gun. 


J: 1944. Holland 
With the onset of wet and cold weather, troops of the 
Division muffled up in an effort to remain effective. 

Figure Jl depicts a guardsman of the 3rd Irish 
Guards. In addition to his 1937-pattern webbing 
‘battle order’ he carrics utility pouches full of 2-in. 
mortar ammunition, and spare rifle ammunition in a 
cotton bandolier. His No. 4 .303-in. rifle is carried 
with the bayonet fixed. Denim overalls were worn 
over battledress. 

A popular garment with the British officers was 
the American ‘jeep jacket’, here worn by an officer of 
the Scots Guards — figure J2. Note the Royal Stewart 
patch on the captain’s service dress cap. 

Figure J3 depicts a corporal of No. 1 Independ- 
ent Machine-Gun Company, Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers. The Fusiliers operated 4.2-in. mortars in 
support of the Guards, and our subject stands beside 
the barrel of such a piece. Note his Divisional insig- 
nia, arm-of-service strip and regimental devices on 
his G.S. cap and battledress sleeve. 


K: 1945. Beyond the Rhine and Victory 

The tank crew oversuit worn by figure Kl] — a 
guardsman of the 2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) 
Welsh Guards — was issued extensively throughout 
the Guards Armoured Division in late 1944. Made 
from twill lined with wool, it provided a degree of 
protection and comfort far beyond that of any other 
type of clothing. 

With the war in Europe over, the Guards Ar- 
moured Division was ordered to revert to an infantry 
role — an order carried out with a parade to mark the 
farewell to tanks. 


1 April 1945. Capt. O.K. 
Haywood and Lt.Col. 
R.F.S, Gooch MC of the 
Ist (Armoured) 
Coldstream Guards 
study their maps. (WM) 


Figures K2 and K3 depict NCOs of the Ist 
(Armoured) Coldstream Guards and the 2nd Scots 
Guards at the time of that parade in June 1945. 


L: Insignia 

L1: Officer’s helmet, Grenadier Guards, 1918. L2: 
Other ranks’ ‘soft cap’, 2nd Scots Guards, 1917. L3: 
‘Soft cap’ Machine-Gun Guards, 1917. L4: Beret, 


Guardsman 2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) Welsh 
Guards, 1944. L5: Titles, 2nd Scots Guards, 1918. 
L6: Title, Guards Machine-Gun Battalion, 1917. 
L7: Patch, Royal Artillery units, Guards Division, 
1918. L8: Patch, RAMC units, Guards Division, 
1918. L9-1.13: Titles of Grenadier, Coldstream, 
Scots, Irish and Welsh Guards, 1939-45. 


Notes sur les planches en couleur 


AML dépeint Tuniforme de gala dun sergent-chef de Is 
‘oldstream Guards en 1914. Notez. le panache rouge sur 


wde du drape: 
le chapeau de poil et le 


regroupement des boutons en paires, qui sont deux caractéristiques spécifiques des 
Coldstream. Notez également le matériel Siade-Wallace. 2 illustre la veste en 
trellis blane portée par un simple soldat des Trish Guards. A3 dépeint un eapitaine 
des scots Guards. Notez le calot, les boutons regroupés par trois. Ceinture Sam 


Browne et 


¢ tenuc ti la remise en garde’ 


BL illustre un lieutenant des Grenadier Guards qui porte toute Ja gamme du 
matériel de cuir Sam Browne, La plupart de ce matériel était rapidement rejeté ow 
porté dans un paquetage, B2 dépeint un sergent major de compagnie des Grenadier 
Guards début 1915 vétu dun pourpoint de tranchée et de cuissardes de eaoutchouc 
B3 déerit un major des nouvellement formés Welsh Guards, porte 
Pembléme du poireau et les boutons de sa veste sont regroupés par cing, 


C1 décrit un caporat des Royal Horse Guards. Son uniforme et son matériel sont 
standard pour cette époque et comporte une bandouligre de 90 balles, une gourde, 
tun sac & dos, un casque avec masque & gaz, un fusil SMLE avec baionnette et une 
épée de modéle 1908. C2 représente un tamhour des Welsh Guards qui joue de la 
fhite. C3 dépeint un comemuse-chef de l'un des bataillons des Scots Guards. 


D1 représente le Lt Colonel John Vaughan a la téte des Coldstream Guards en train 
de remporter la croix Vietoria a Ginchy le 15 septembre 1916, I est représenté avec 
Te casque frangais ‘Adrien’, Notez le célébre cor de chasse avec leque! il encoura; 

ses hommes. 1D2 montre un simple soldat des Guards en ‘uniforme de coinbat’ porte 
par un canonnier Lewis en 1916. D3 représente un caporal chef des Grenadier 
Guards servant avec la hacterie de mortiers légers des tranchées des Guards en 1917. 


E1 dépeint un capitaine des Ist Grenadier Guards portant Puniforme et le matériel 
communs aux olliciers & partir de la troisiéme année de la guerre. F2 illustre 


Farbtafeln 


AI Diese Abbildung zeigt die Galauniform eines Hauptfeldwebels der Coldstream 
Guards 1914. Man beachte den roten Federbusch auf der Birenfellmiitze und die 
paarweise Anordnung der Knopfe, beides charakteristisch fir die Coldstream 
Guards. Man beachte auBerdem die Slade-Wallace-Ausrustung, A2 zeigt die weiBe 
Drillich-Jacke, wie sie Gefreite der Irish Guards trugen. AB zeigt einen Hauptmann 
der Scots Guards. Man beachte das Kiippi, die in Dreiergruppen angeordneten 
Knopf, den Sam Browne-Leibriemen und das Schwert, das_am “Recover” 
alten wird 


xt cinen Leutnant der Grenadier Guards mit dem gesamten Zubehor der Sam 
Lederausriistung. Schon bald entledigte man sich eines Grofiteils, der 
« oder trug sic in cinem Rucksack. B2 zeigt einen Kompanie 
ldwebel der Grenadier Guards “Anfang 1915, der eine 
abenjoppe und hahe Gummistiefel trigt, B3 zeigt einen Major der new 
Welsh Guards. Auf scinem Kappi sicht man das walisische Lauch- 
Knopfe seiner Jacke sind in Funfergruppen angeordnet 


cinen Unteroffizier der Royal Horse Guards, Seine Uniform und seine 
‘tung sind typisch fiir diese Zeit und umfassen cin 90-Runden-Bandolier, 

inen Tornister, einen Gashelm, ein SMLE-Gewehr und Bajonett 
und ein Schwert des 190Ser Modells. C2 zeigt cinen ‘Trommler der Welsh Guards, 
der Flote spielt. C3 zeigt einen Dudelsack-Feldwebel einer der Bataillone der Scots 
Guards. 


D1 zeigt Oberstleutnant John Vaughan an der Spitze der Coldstream Guards bei 
der Verleihung des Vietoria-Kreuzes in Ginchy am 15, September 1916. Auf 
diesem Bild tragt er den franzasischen “Adrian”-Helm. Man beachte das beriihmte 
Jagdhorn, mit dem er seine Manner yorantricb. D2 zeigt einen Gefreiten der 
‘Guards im “Kampfanzug”, wie er von einem Lewis-Schiitzen 1916 getragen wurde. 
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Papparence typique d'un soldat du front de la Guards Division dans ‘Puniforme de 
marche’ de fin 1917. Il est un caporal chef des Ist Scots Guards. E3 représente un 
capitaine de Pune des batteries de la Royal Field Artillery de la Guards Division fin 
1917. 

FI dépeint le Licutenant-colonel Vicomte Gort, qui remporta la croix Vietoria le 27 
septembre 1918 alors qu'il commandait les Ist Grenadier Guards, En tant que 
General Lord Gort il commandait le BEF en 1939-40. F1 représente un caporal 
chef de la 4éme Compagnie, Guards Machine-Gun Bataillon début 1918. Note 
Pécusson de rang spécial et les rubans indiquant 20 ans de service. 


Gi est un soldat de cavalerie des Royal Horse Guard, les Blues, en uniforme de 
revue montée et G2 est un brigadier du méme rési 

Guards. G3, un canonnier anti-chars, porte le matériel de modéle 1937 qui 
remplacer le modéle précédent. 

HI décrit un chauffeur de chars Guardsman des Ist (Armoured) Coldstream 
Guards. H2 représente un lieutenant-colonel des Irish Guards en 1942. Notez le 
‘ealot qui avait bien peu changé depuis 1914. H3 représente un sergent instructeur 
des Scots Guards en 1941. I] utilise un baton pour rythmé une marche lente, 


venait 


11 décrit un canonnier du régiment antichars divisionnel. Note les titres de la Royal 
Artillery, le signe de division ct la bande du bras de service. 12 représente un 
commandant de bataillon de fusiliers des 5th Coldstreain Guards en uniforme de 
combat. Notez les insignes de régiment et de division. 13 représente un garde des 
2nd (Armoured) Grenadier Guards. Les équipages des chars en Normandie 
portaient toujours une combinaison en denim. 


Jl représente un soldat de la Garde des 3rd Irish Guards, La combinaison en denim 
était portée par dessus Puniforme de combat. J2, un officier des Scots Guards, porte 
1a ‘veste jeep’ américaine, vétement apprécié par les offi 
représente un caporal de la No. 1 Independent Machine- 
Northumberland Pusilier 


KL un soldat de la Garde des 2nd (Armoured Reconnaissance) Welsh Guards, porte 
la combinaison des équipages de chars, distribuée 4 toute la Division Blindée des 
Guards fin 1944, K2 et K3 représentent des gradés des Ist (Armoured) Coldstream 
Guards et des 2nd Scots Guards lors de la parade adieu en juin 1945. 


LI-L3 représentent diverses insignes portées par des membres de la Division 
Guards durant les deux guerres mondiale. 


64 


D3 zeigt einen Obergefreiten der Grenadict Guards, der 1917 bei den 3rd Guards in 
der leichten Schiitzengraben-Geschiitzbatterie dient. 


EI zeigt cinen Hauptmann der Ist Grenadier Guards in einer Uniform und der 
Ausriistung, die im dritten Kriegsjahr fur Offizicre ublich war. E2 zeigt das typische 
Erscheinungsbild eines Frontsoldaten der Guards Division in der “Marschordnung 
zum Dienst im Feld” Ende 1917. Es handett sich hierbei um einen Obergefreiten 
der Ist Scots Guards. E3 zeigt einen Hauptmann bei ciner der Batterien der Royal 
Field Artillery in der Guards Division Ende 191 
FI zeigt Oberstleutnant Viscount Gort, der am 27. September 1918 das Victoria- 
Kreuz ethielt, als er Befehlshaber der Ist Grenadier Guards war. Als General Lord 
Gort hatte er das Kommando der BEF von 1939 bis 1940, F2 zeigt einen 
Oberfeldwebel der 4th Company, Guards, Maschinengewehr-Bataillon, Anfang 
1918. F3 zeigt cinen Regiments-Hauptieldwebel der Irish Guards 1918. Man 
beachte das spezielle Rangabzcichen, den Stock und die Bander, die 20 Dienstjahre 


inen Soldaten der Royal Horse Guards ~ die “Blauen” ~ in berittener 
Musterungsordnung und G2 einen Korporal-zu-Pferde des gleichen Regiments in 
der Guards Armoured Division, G3 zeigt cinen Panzerabwehr-Schiitzen mit der 
1937er Ausriistung, dic das frishere Modell ersetzt hatte 


Hi zeigt einen Panzerfdhrer der Ist (Armoured) Coldstream Guards. H2 zeigt einen 
Oberstleutant der Irish Guards 1942. Man beachte das “Kappi”, das sich seit 1914 
kaum getindert hat. H13 zeigt cinen Exerzier-Feldwebel der Scots Guards 1941. Mit 
cinen Tempostock gibt er den Schrittakt fUr einen langsamen Marsch vor. 


Il zcigt cinen Schiitzen des Panzerjiger-Regiments der Division. Man beachte das 
Emblem der Royal Artillery, das Divisionsabzeichen und den Waffen- 
gattungsstreifen, I2 zeigt einen’ Gewehr-Zug-Befehlshaber der Sth Coldstream 
Guards im Gefechtsanzug. Man beachte die Regiments- und Divisionsabzeichen, 
13 zeigt einen Soldaten der 2nd (Armoured) Grenadier Guards. In der Normandie 
trugen die Panzermannschaften durchweg Overalls aus Denim. 


‘J1zeigt einen Soldaten der 3rd Irish Guards. Man trug den Overall aus Denim iiber 
‘dem Kampfanzug, J2 zeigt einen Offizier der Scots Guards, der die amerikanische 
“Jeep-Jacke” tragr, ein Bekleidungsstiick, das bei den britischen Offizieren schr 
beliebt_ war, J3 zeigt cinen Korporal der No. 1 Independent Machine-Gun 
‘Company, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. 
KI zeigt cinen Soldaten der 2nd (Armoured Recor 
naug der Panzermannschaften tagt, der Ende 1944 fast an alle Guards 
moured Division ausgegeben wurde. K2 und K3 zeigen Unteroffiziere der Ist 
(Armoured) Coldstream Guards und der 2nd Scots Guards zur Zeit der 
Abschiedsparade in Juni 1945. 
L-3 zeigen unterschiedliche Abzeichen, dic yon den Guards Divisions in den 
iden Weltkriegen getragen wurden, 


issance) Welsh Guards, der 


OSPREY) . TH OSPREY 


MILITARY sas MILITARY 


A series of books on the history, organisation, appearance and equipment of famous fighting men of 
the past and present; and on other aspects of military history which demand fuller and more flexible 
coverage than appropriate within our established Men-at-Arms series. The Elite titles cover subjects as 
diverse as the Ancient Greek city armies and the Western and Warsaw Pact forces of today, in the 
popular Men-at-Arms format but with extended text and captions, about 50 photographs and diagrams, 
and 12 full-colour plates. 


OSPREY COMPANION SERIES 


MEN-AT-ARMS 
An unrivalled source of information on the history and appearance of the world’s fighting men. 
Each 48-page book includes some 40 photographs and diagrams, and eight pages of full-colour artwork. 


VANGUARD 
Key units and weapons systems of 20th century warfare, with a strong emphasis on armoured vehicles. 


CAMPAIGN 
Concise, authoritative accounts of the great conflicts of history. Each 96-page book contains more than 
90 illustrations including maps, charts and colour plates, plus a series of three-dimensional battle 
maps that mark the critical stages of the campaign. 


MIKE CHAPPELL who come from an Aldershot family with British Army connections stretching back 
several generations, enlisted as a teenage private in the Royal Hampshire Regiment in 1952. Over the next 22 
years of infantry soldiering, many of them spent with the Gloucester Regiment, he held every rank and many 
regimental appointments up to WO! and Regimental Sergeant Major. He retired in 1974, as RSM of the Ist Bn., 
The.Wessex Regiment (Rifle Volunteers), after seeing service in Malaya, Cyprus, Swaziland, Libya, Germany, 
Ulster and home garrisons. Since then he has become popular worldwide as a military illustrator, and has written 
several books in the Osprey Men-at-Arms and Elite series including the extremely popular Elite 49 The Gurkhas. 
Mike Chappell currently lives and works in Kent. 


ELITE SERIES TITLES 


| THE PARAS: BRITISH AIRBORNE FORCES 9 THE NORMANS 18 ISRAELI ELITE UNITS SINCE 1948 27 SOLDIERS OF THE ENGUISH CIVIL 
1940-84 10 WARSAW PACT GROUND FORCES 19 THE CRUSADES WAR (2): CAVALRY 

2 THE US MARINE CORPS SINCE 1945 11 ARDENNES 1944: PEIPER AND 20 INSIDE THE US ARMY TODAY 28 MEDIEVAL SIEGE WARFARE 

3 THE VIKINGS SKORZENY 21 THE ZULUS 29 VIETNAM AIRBORNE 

4 US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 1952-84 12 INSIDE THE SOVIET ARMY TODAY 22 WORLD SPECIAL FORCES INSIGNIA_30_ATTILA AND THE NOMAD HORDES 

5 SOVIET BLOC ELITE FORCES 13_US ARMY RANGERS 1942-87 23 THE SAMURAI 31 USARMY AIRBORNE 

6 FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 14 THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE 19805 24 THE OLD CONTEMPTIBLES 32. BRITISH FORCES IN ZULULAND 
PARATROOPS 15 THE ARMADA CAMPAIGN 1588, 25 SOLDIERS OF THE ENGLISH CIVIL 33. SOUTH-EAST ASIAN SPECIAL FORCES 

7 THE ANCIENT GREEKS 16 NATO ARMIES TODAY WAR (1): INFANTRY 34. AFRIKAKORPS 

8 ISRAELI DEFENSE FORCES SINCE 197317 KNIGHTS AT TOURNAMENT 26 TANK WAR CENTRAL FRONT 35. EARLY SAMURAI 

Titles continued on inside back cover ISBN 1-85532 


Avec annotations en francais sur les planches en couleur. 
Mit Aufzeichnungen auf Deutsch iiber den Farbtafeln. 
Vn Ly 
987818555325 


463) 


